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Richard von Welzsšcker (left) is sworn In as President of the Federal Republlc 
of Germany. At right Is the Bundestag Speaker, Ralner Barzel. In the centre is 
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Weizsaãcker is 
sworn İn as 
Bonn President 


Ri von Weizsticker has hecn 
sworn in as Bonn Presilenl. There 
wus not the slightest Hinge of puihos or 
drama during the ceremony in which he 
tuok office in succession lo Karl Carst- 
ens. 

Thal was just as il should be in a 20th 
cenlury parliamentary denucracy. 

The manner in which the change-over 
took place was in keeping with the fact 
that the head of state has obligations for 
a strictly limited period of time nnd very 
few rights. 

The constilutional syslem in force 
since 1949 has proved satisfaclory. 
Each of the past five Federal Presidents 
has reflected in his own way the condi- 
tion of the country and its people, 

Karl Carstens encountered consider- 
able scepticism at the beginning of his 
five-year tern but soon ggined majority 
esteem by the straightforward pattern of 
his thinking and the success with which 
he sought to establish a democratic con- 
SeNnSUS. م‎ 

The Federal Republic, as Bundestag 
Speaker Rainer Barzel put it, has all in 
all been lucky in ils choice of heads of 
slate. 

Richard von Weizsãcker has taken 
over with an unprccedented fund of 
goodwill, having proved as Governing 
Mayor of Berlin he can think in terms of 
longer than from one duy.to the next 
and is, capahle of contributing toward 
reconcilation of seemingly irreconcil- 
able opposites, ٤ 

In these hard times he will badly need 
both skills as head of state in Bonn. 

(Frankfurter Rundschau, 2 July 1984) 


the Bundestag administrator, Helmut Schellknecht. 


dently been hived off on lo the Western 
European Union (lhe late and unla- 
mented WEU, onc is tempted lu add}. 

That Icaves practical! cooperation 
projects in technology nnd armaments 
— and the French pledge to make less 
use than in {he past of the EEC veto, 
combined with hopes tht others will 
follow suit. 

‘This all shows that what was accom- 
plished at Fontainebleau may have been 
indispensable, but it wasn't in any way 
enough lo ensure recovery of the EEC 
or inlegration of the Common Markel 
us a factor in world affairs. 

Since Fontainebleau tc Europcun 
Community has nonetheless no longer 
heen paralysed. But it must still learn to 
walk again. Ulrleh Liike 

(Die Well, 28 June 1984) 


Compromise to end strike 


“| Alittle step towards a 
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better farm policy 


on a major step iu the direction of a 
mare sensible common agricultural 
market, but they at least took modest 
steps in the right direction. 

Agreement on quota limitations and 
afactual reduction in farm price guaran- 
tees are not easy decisions to reach at a 
time when the farm lobby is clearly still 
one uf the strongest in ull member- 
countries. 

The Germans have played an unfor- 
lunile role in this reform debate by 
uverexlendiug dnd increusing their off- 
set payments lo farmers, thereby forfeit= 
ing credibility in their negotiating posi= 
tion. 

Chancellor Kohl and Finance Minis- 
ter Sloltenberg sel out a yeur gu 10 re- 
duce subsidies and ecuvnomise in the 
Cummon Market, given that economies 
were needled everywhere. 

Lille or nothing remains of these 
good intentions, Mrs Thatcher has been 
Branled her billions in contribution re- 
funds; Herr Kohl has heen granted per=- 
mission lo spend billions of his own in 
Tarm subsidies. 

The Fontainebleau agrecment and 
the Brussels compromises will cost Mo- 
ney. More money for Brussels is not in 
aim in itself. One is hound to ask how 
the money is to be spel and whit use 
the breuthing-spitte is supposed 1o be. 

President Mitterrand hud litle time 
in Fonuincbenu fo outline his allegeclly 
lar-reaching plans for political union. 
Cummissions were set up nguin, which 
is really no longer n joke. 

It remains lo be seen whl goud this 
will zll do. The key issue of a European 
sevurily policy, for instance, has. cvi- 


A compromjse has been reached in the engineering workers dispute. Here, 
Georg Leber (centre), mediator, IG Metall unlon offlclal Ernst Elsenmann (left) 


(Phoıo: dpa) 


and the employers' Hans Peter Stihl, celebrate. See pagê 6. 
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Gifs et ULI a 


fer a succession of EEC summit 

Failures, the meeting at Fontaine= 

eaucame as a welcome success. 

f Te EEC leaders may nut have taken 
mjor step lowarels û better apricullu- 

policy, DM ut leiust they mover in the 


Hs Thatcher, of course, finally pot 
thillions she has heen demanding. 
Vlike previous years she his now 
uk sure of her rebale for al leilst 
ike years: ree ycurs of quiet on Ihe 
fronl, ds Against innuial skir- 
Eke, ls thot European progress? 
ki grand promises to reach a long- 
nancial setllement tor {he entire 
iChave not been kept. 
ead of iı reulignment to cisure 
ËU members benelit, the ‘Ten ten- 
dhiinker with the symptoms agitin. 
Totay a radical reiliptment Wils Un” 
iS lo beg the question. Why, il 
the ease, was one heralded’? 
EEC were nol (wo thirds an i= 
Wal communily in Ler yns ol budget 
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i Would get grvater benefit‏ ا 
2 

Common Agricultural Fund (CAF) 
Ment should have heen the muin 

rs European arenda for the‏ ا 

e, CATS, and not just Britain's 

Tefund. 

e fair, it must not be forgutten 

* Common Market problems, 

„û Start to CAP reform, were 
Rihe last summit in Brussels. 

ers may not have embarked 


Routes to tour in Germany 


The Green Coast Route 


the Hanseatic cities of 

Bremen and Hamburg with 
their art galleries, theatres and 
shopping streets. 


Come and see for yourself the 
north-west of Germany. The 
Green Coast Route will be 
your guide. 


1 Neuharlingersiel 

2 AFrisian farmhouse in the 
Altes Land 

3 Bremen 

4 The North Sea 
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Beethovenstrasse 69, D-6000 Frankfurt/M. 


are keen Europeans and 
happy to share the Green 
Coast Route with the Dutch, 
Danes and Norwegians. But 
we do feel that we in the 
north-west of Germany have 
the most varied section of the 
route. Offshore there are the 
North and East Frisian islands. 
Then there are the rivers Elbe, 
Weser and Ems, There are 
moors and forests, holiday 
resorts with all manner of 
recreational facilities, Spas, 
castles and museums. And 


German roads will get you 
there — wherever people live 
and there are sights worth 
seeing. Old churches or half- 
timbered houses, changing 
landscapes or townships. 
There are just too many 
impressions, so many people 
find it hard to see at a glance 
what would sult their personal 
taste. Which is why we in 
Germany have laid out well- 
marked tourist routes ‘ 
concentrating on a special 
feature. Take the coast. We 


The problems of 
replacing a 
good minister 


Cu Oıto Lambsdorff, who hus re- 
sigred as Minister ofl Economic 
Affairs, is a man of competence and 
personal courage who enjoys much 
respect. 

The.ministry has lost a leading figure 
who has managed to meet ihe comprao- 
mise pressures exerled by the coalition 
and has sought to satisfy lhe interests of 
the various groups in society, 

He has defended the principles of the 
free market against the political parties’ 
need for popularity. 

It will he obvious to his successor that 
it is not an easy gap to fill. . 

His sense of judgment, his attention 
to detail and, for a.polititian, his Cau- 
tious approach to economic theorising 
will be missed. 

He was often an uncomfortable part- 
ner, but always a reliable’ and honest 
one. 

Lambsdorff will remain in the Bun- 
destag and in hiš leading positioh in the 
FDP: The’ party can now èffcctively 
search for a Liberal economic philoso- 
phy. 

The last convincing economic policy 
slatement the FDP made was the Kiel 
Theses. They were Lambsdorffs work 
before he had to bow down to the com- 
promise constraints imposed on an 
Economic Affairs Minister. 

When he criticises cconomic policy 
as a member of parliament within the 
context of the Kiel Theses and the pro- 
gramme drawn up by the new FDP gen- 
eral secretary then 1here will be no 
peace around the cconomic affairs poli- 
tician Count Otto LambsdorIf. 

(Slddeıusche Zcliung.28 June 1¥84) 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


Changing of the guard. Count Lambsdorîff (left) and hls successor as Minla- 


{Phuta: Sven Simon) 


per cent of the vote Bangemann would 
not have been available to take on the 
Economic Affairs Ministry. 


The FDP maintains over the critics 
that his experience in the European 
Parliaınent makes him suitable for the 
job. 

Hamburg MEP Hans-Joachim ŠSeeler 
(SPD) worked with Bangemann in the 
committee .for the development of Eu- 
ropean Union, He said: “Diplomatically 
said I could nut see any outstanding 
economic affairs qualifications during 
the time we worked together, But 
Bangemann is very intelligent, and he 
understands how to attract good people 
ta wark with him, For a minister that is 
important.” 


Bangemann, a mechanic"s son, will he 
particularly interested in l(radesmen and 
small lo medium-size companies. He 
will sirive lo sulve their problems in a 
European context. 

Tewe Pannier 
(Ilamhurger Abendllatl, 28 June 1984} 


ter of Economic Affalrs, Martin Bangemann. 


His rise continued, In 1972 he en- 
tered the Bundestag, and two years later 
he was the Buden-Württemberg state 
chairman, and shortly after FDP general 
secretary. 

That lasted about a year — then came 
the break with Genscher, In the Baden- 
Wiürttemherg state elections Bange- 
mann did not want lo commit himself to 
a coalition with the SPD. 

There was outrage in the parly which 
at the lime did not sce any alternative to 
the Bonn coalition of SPD/FDP. Under 
pressure from Genscher, Bangeniann 
resigned. His popularity declined and 
tree years later he gave up (he FDP 
stale purty lendership. 

He enleredl the European Parliament 
in 1%75 and after the first direct elec- 
tions in L479 he became a cummitted 
Europeun politician. As chairman of the 
West German liberals he took over the 
leidership uf the liberal MEPS in SIrus- 
bourg. 1 must be very bilter for him thal 
he wus nat re-clecled lo Strasbourg, 

If ıhe FDP luul attracted the vital {ive 


thal the parly has lost a vital political 
pursonality to identify with as well as anı 
important minister in government. 

Lambsdorffs action, worthy of re- 
spect, revenls the parly's total poverty. 
Its source of political talent has dried 
up, and there is no convincing successor 
to Lambsdorff. 

'The.new Minister of Economic Af- 
fairs, Martin Bangemann, failed to gel 
elected to the European Parliament. He 
is just a fill-in — good for catchy 
phrases, effective rhetoric, an economic 
layman with no experience of govern- 
ment. 

The Liberals ‘are now represented in 
the Cabinet by a Deputy Chancellor and 
Foreign Minister whose star is on the 
wane, a completely colourless Justice 
Minister and an inexperienced Econ- 
omic Affairs Minister. 

They cannot afford to relinquish the 
Economic Affairs Ministry. For a mid- 
dle-of-the-road party, the Ministry is of 
, key imporlance. Fhe FDP would come 
out of a conflict with the CSU the 
stronger. Voters who cross party lines 
could be’ mobilised. in 1980 as the 
:"Stop Strauss” Party the FDP had its 
second best ever election result.for the 
Bundestag, 1 

A small party depends on having peo- 
ple with personality in the party. What 
other parties get from quantity 4 small 
party must. get from quality. But this 
idea is not foremost in. the FDP at the 
present. The chances of overcoming the 
present crisis of.exist: ence with new 
«people and a reyised party programme 


are slim. . Rainer Nahrendorf 
(Handelsbla, 28 June 1954) 


Greens outflank 
an FDP 
in disarray 


trayal campaign, cost İ{ votes and ulti- 
mately seats in state elections. 


The FDP only got into the Hesse As- 


sembly and the Bundestag because of 
conservative votes, Olherwise it would 
not have reached the five per cent level. 

The party has not been revived in the 
21 months it has been in coalition with 
the CDU/CSU. The rot haš continued. 

Decay has been helped by several fac- 
tors: the party-donalions affair; the 
blame heaped on party chairman Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher in the associated am- 
nesty debacle; the legal proceedings 
against Count Lambsdorff in the same 
context; and the SPD campaign con- 
demning the FDP for changing coalition 
partners. The most telling of these was 
the Genscher affair. ٤ 

The party's claim to be the guardian 
of the constitutional slate has been 
dented. The back-pedalling imposed on 
the party by.ils grass-roots support has 
only increased doubts about its reliabil- 
ity. 

” Hans-Dieirieh Genscher has drawn 
his own consequences from the disaster 
of his resignation as parly chairman, at 
first announced :to take effect in 1986, 
then 1985 and now possibly sooner. 

Count Lambsdorff was an important 
advocate of Ihe change from the SPD to 
the CDU/CSU. His resignation means 


Ut and downs are u fealure of the 
history of the Free Democrnuts, 
They ake comfort froin the fact that 
they huve often been declared del but 
they sUH| live on. 

But now the Greens have iltercd {he 
pulitical landscape, They have oul- 
flanked the Free Democrats and taken 
their place as the party that is able to 
create a majority in [lesse. 

‘The Liberals are na longer represent- 
ed in six stale parliaments. The five-per 
cent hurdle is their guillotine. It 
chopped them out of the European 
Parliament in the elections last month. 

The chances of the FDP getting five 
per cent in elections in the Saar and 
West Berlin next year are low. 

Jt is also unlikely that it FDP will be 
returned to the North Rhine-Westphalia 
slale parliament under the controversial 
FDP leader in the state, Jürget Mölle- 
mann. 

If support in the states falls away, 
soaner or fater national support wil] al- 
so cave in. 

“There is a tragic touch to the decline 
of the Free Democratic Party to a liber- 
al splinter parly. It would be a perver- 
sion of history, however, to say that 
changing political sides in the coalition 
government was the beginning of the 
end. 

It would be more accurate to say that 


` the FDP got out of SPD “Babylonian 


captivity” too-Jate. ر‎ 
‘The expulsior of the FDP from state 
parliaments began long before the 
change of coalition partners. 
Disputes within the party afler the 
change of sides, along wilh the SPD be- 
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Lambsdorff 
resigns as 
«ase proceeds 


سے 
{ont Olto Lumbsdorlf (FDP) has re-‏ 
ge as Minister of Economic Affairs.‏ 
fuxeedings are being taken apuinst lim‏ 
phleh he is accused of accepting bribes‏ 
funds in return for {ix cances-‏ ي a OR OE‏ 
denies the clhurges but suys that‏ و he 0 0 Wane:‏ و 
bl Bonn has no iO e f e oiîce,.would suffer, arid my own cup-‏ 
Maul: Hiliy would be cast in doubt,” us a resull‏ 


turing long-range missiles when il ings. Marlin Bangemann. 
not even afford lrgently-needed x: # he proceedings. lar 1 ۴ 
frigates for the Bundesmarine. PDE, ls lhe new uinister, 


Europeans account for 75 per cee) 


Nato's Army manpower, : 
its tanks, 65 per E from (her shado f European 
and 60 per cent of its naval unils. jllies ıo conduct Ih êeononic de 
These are substantial shares, bu | WAE SOuntrY. : 
United States is known to want Eug,| 1# ¥ 4 Euro-MP until the Euro- 
to supply much, much more, ineuj,| FMdections last month when his par- 
such simple things as 1 30-day wihe Free Democrats, last their rep- 
of ammunition, DM45bn worth oly] ion because they failed lo win 
plies and an air defence bel word] WFT of the votes. 
name. Heisa 49-year-old lawyer and the fa- 
The WEU is doubıless a fine dig] B® f€ children. His recent Cirtvr 
sion forum but money, when moi]. EM een startling. in his own party 
what is needled lo defen Europe, irr] £WSPeen a cuntrov ersial figure. 
going to be any the more readily He cut a dashing figure when he en- 
able on its necounı. eed the Baden-Würtemberg FDP in 
It is hurd to see how reactivating) Md. 
WEU is going lo ense Ihe cash shongg f He swiftly hecame the ideas man for 
It is not without a note of irony kf &Pogressive wing of the party. 
this slowly expanding debate on Ef Whinsix years he was clected depu- 
pein securily coincides with bids in tate party chairman and iı member of 
US Senate lo reduce American off tational executive. 
strength in Europe. lewas nol harmed hy the fact tht he 
US Senalors are not guing 1o he mk llrpresented legally members of the 
by u new-look WIEEU designed to lootêf Miparlianentary Opposition (APO) 
1er urupcun “interests” in the alliamtf HP. 
to quoule tlans-Dictrich Gensvher, ik 
new WIEÛU umounls lo no more than 
Messmer's “cretnı cıtke.” 
4 0 e a lo a #WEU military structure would he 
0l, lor e time hetng. A5 I superfluous i ingerous, given 
the WIEU could initially fulfill n0 ol êeposihilHty E r en 
jon than that of being a vekit not complementing eich other. 
ty policy lebate in Europe. f Tere can l 2 ا‎ 
C Councils uf Ministers do |, O 
securlly policy because lr Alois Mertes, Minister of Stile 
ْ Bonn Foreign Office, that: "West- 


e nO realy powers to do s0 3f yy gy 
Securit 7 "Tili 
as Ireland is not a member of Nas! y, including that of France 
ny, must remiin firmly an- 


Greece is unly û half-hearted one. ; : TER 
European Parliument debates la Atlantic HARE 
achieve nothing, and the EEC Com! leaves the famous “European 
sion in Brussels will take good cae#§ ®" of the alliance, with its two small 
“O nuclear stockpiles. 


to get involved. 2 
Mt as there can be no question of 


In the new-look WEU the old s th 
member EEC plus Britain could df Ing incorporated in any kind of 
nuclcar force" und the 


vicw security policy with verve 4 
thority. ft Would avê the incompare'ekpiles themselves could accomplish 
advantage of France, which is n0 ¥ dore than a second strike in the nuc- 
a military member of Natu, being? 0, lhe European Nite pillar 

Conlinue io be dependent on the 


memher of the WEU. ۹ 
Article 4 of the WEU Treaty WF SMtclear shield. So there would be no 
Û ange in this respect. 
As 


corporites the WEU in Nato. A % 
. malters stand, the plethora of 


Continued on page 3 
nents on European securily policy 


1o little more than Eurupean eni- 
pa ot at there being no such 
3a European security policy. 
B8 up new organisations con- 
etter Energy. Would Europe not de 
û O invest this energy in Nala and 

ngly difficult relations be- 
he United States and the Old 


In December L980 the WEU 
sulved in Puris to hecome a Ey 1 
pillar of the alliance, Similar plans ye] 
drawn up five years earlier and Arê ne, 
being voiced again. 

‘The only progress su far made, indir 
is sricUy symbolic, is that restrict. 
on arms milnufiaclure by the Federal 
public of Germany are Brndually bei. 
serapped. ت‎ 


artin Bangemann has emerged 


Continued from page 2 
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n Elok WEU were to help mat- 
the would be no harm in revamp- 
epg, (i isatiyn. Bul it is hard to say 
Twauld do much goud. 

٣ Werner Kern 
BSautbruçker Zeitung. 27 June 124) 
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‘Talks about 30-year-old treat 
reflect new trend in defence 


1 tl TIA a | 
yIHE GERMAN TRIS INE 


ec en j. 


Pir Messmer once said Eurupcin 
security pulicy as a topic was lhe 
cream cake served as dessert in Euru- 
pein speeches: lasty bul of no further 
importance. 

Yel hardly a week passes without 
some comment on the subject being 
passed by someone. 

Germany and France today discuss 
security and arms policy far more than 
would once have been possible. 

The meeting between President Mit- 
terrind and Chancellor Koll al the last 
Franco-German summit in Rambouillel 
was a milestone on this new road. 

Defence Ministers Manfred Wörner 
and Charles Hernu have set up expert 
commissions to consider joint arms pro- 
jects (partly to counteract the over- 
whelming US lead) and a common 
strategy. 

In mid-June the Foreign Ministers of 
the Western European Union (WEU) 
met in Paris to discuss a new role for an 
organisation that has survived in ù 
dazed state for years. 

Since 1954 the WEU has consisted of 
Britain, France, Germany, lialy and 
Benelux, It has the advantage over Nato 
of canmitting members 10 come aulo- 
matically lo cach other's support int the 
event of attack. 

The French government has heen 
keen on reactivating the WEU for the 
past two years or so, so France could 
well fancy replacing via the WEU the 
military ties with Nato it broke off in 
1966. 

` ‘That marks the beginning of the many 
problems reluling to ihe European ùt- 
tention paid lately to securily policy. In 
the preamble to the 1963 Franco-Ger- 
man friendship treaty Bonn noted hat 
Nato held absolute priority, and not 
even the closest cooperation with Paris 
on mililary malters is going lo change 
this stale of affairs. 

There have been many well-meaning 
statements by Bonn on retctivaling the 
WEU, but on closer setutiny none uf 
them amaunts to anythintg substantial, 

Thal is understandable. A new-look 
WEU is due lo take shape at the organi- 
sation's 3Uth anniversary conference in 
Rome this October, but i1 is hard to say 
where it can consolidate Western Eu- 
rope's security. 

The many statements on the subjecl, 
up to and including plans for a joint Eu- 
ropean nuclear force, can hardly hide 
the fact that İl is merely a bid to reacliy- 
ate the EEC Six of öld, 

No-one yet knows which direction 
the new WEU may be heading in, but 
Whitehall is clearly less enthusiastic 
about the idea than the other six. 

Nato has a Euro-Group, a Nuclear 
Planning Group, special groups in con- 
nection with missile talks and routine 
consultation arrangements. So it is hard 
to šee for the time being what benefit 
could be derived from extra WEU bod- 
ies. 

That may account for some of Bonn's 
reservations, no matter how highly Ger- 
many may rate cooperation with 
France, - : 

The WEU recently decided in Paris 


. t0 draw up an analysis of the threat from 
a poténtial enemy, Nato has long com- 


piled similar reports, as has the Pentag- 


.Ol. 


_ The risk of yet another European se- 
curity’ bureaucracy taking $hapc and 


` creating more confusion than clarity can 


certainly not be dismisëed out'of hand, 


how 10 put into praclice measures de- 
signed to make the European Commun- 
ily a “Europe of cilizens.” 

The conımittec will work along lines 
similar to those of the Messina commit- 
1ce which put the Treaty of Rome in1lo 
practice 1 generation ago. 

Farm subsidies are not how to build a 
Eurupean fatherland. If they were, Eu- 
ropê would have become a super-stiie 
over the past 20 years. 

They directly affect only a small per- 
centage of the population, and farmers 
alone are likely either to approve of or to 
baulk at the common agricultural policy. 

European national feeling can evi- 
dently not be drummed up without the 
pomp and circumstance used for centu- 
ries by historic Erıropean fatherlands to 
make patriots’ hearis beat faster. 

As Bonn Chancellor Helmut Kohl sees 
it, President Mitterrand's proposals have 
not gone far enough in some respects. 

Thé recommendations of the joint ex- 
pert commission on simplifying frontier 
formalities have failed to live up to the 
Chancellor's expectations. 

. He woııld like to see not even spot 
checks made in future. 

Holidaymakers are to be waved 
through by one border guard, not two, 
with details being worked out by repre- 
sentatives of the French and German 
governments. 

Herr Kohl is also to raise with Aus- 
tria and Switzerland the idea of simpli- 
fying reciprocal border formalities for 
tourists, 

Given such exemplary European sen- 
timents on the part of the EEC's largest 
net paymaster, Bonn could hardly be re- 
fused a solitary special request that 
added a German problem lo the many 
British problems that beset the Com- 
mon Market, 2 

Bonn was keer to pay German farmi- 
ers lit by the March decision to abolish 
border levies on agricultural produce 
DM3bn in compensation. 

Libération, the Paris newspaper, re- 
ferred 10 this move as “pacifying the 


German farm lobby, which is mast volu- 
ble in Bavaria.” 

President Mitterrand was prepared to 
“take into account this worry that has 
arisen in an extraordinary situation,” to 
quote a Presidential spokesman. 

At the same time M. Mitterrand, who 
hands over as EEC president to the Irish 
Prime Minister, Garret Fitzgerald, in Ju- 
ly, was anxious not to jeopardise the agri- 
cultural agreement negotiated in spring. 

In the middle of the critical stage of the 
Fontainebleau summit President Mitter- 
rand was phoned by President Reagan, 
who congratulated him on the firm stand 
he had taken on his state visit to Moscow 
the previous week, 

„e bad stated clear views on missiles, 
Afghanistan and the Sakharov case to 
ا‎ out this fortitude, Mr Reagan told 

im. 

The call was also in recognition of his 
six-month term, a successful term from 
the US viewpoint, at the helm of the EEC. 

Not everyone felt President Mitter- 
rand's initiatives in Moscow and at Fon- 
1aineblçau were quite so fortunate, They 


included a Frenth publicist who had ac- ` 


campanied him tû. the Soviet capital. 
Napoleon, he recalled, had retreated ' 

from Moscow to Fontainebleau. In-the 

courtyard of the chateau he had bidden 

his tearful Imperial guards farewell be- 

fore setting ouit for Elba and exile, 

E ` Rudolph Chimelli 

(Süddeutsche Zeitung, 27 June’ 1984) 


W EUROPE 


EEC: no money 
but plenty 
of ideas 


A new Europe is in the making and 

will soon have its own flag and an- 
them, il was announced at the EEC 
summit in Fontainebleau, near Paris, 

There are plans for EEC sports teams, 
for uniform textbooks to teach children 
ir all 1 Common Market countries the 
same history lessons, and for European 
radio and TV programmes. 

Red tape is to be slashed for trade in 
goods, duty-free allowances for coffee, 
alcohol and tobacco are to be increased, 
and cars are to be waved over the Fran- 
co-German border, with only spot 
checks by customs officers, 

. Third World countries will be sent 
European aid volunteers, not aid work- 
ers from individual EEC countries. 

There is even a European passport. 
The French government spokesman, M. 
Vauzelle, showed the prototype to the 
Press, It is wine-red, compact and looks 
like a Soviet passport fronı a distance, 

What wasn't sure at the summit was 
whether the European Community was 
going to have enough cash to keep go- 
ing. The clash over Britair’s rebate pre- 
dominated at the two-day proceedings, 
which M. Mitterrand, the French host, 
had wanted at all costs to avoid. 

But the atmosphere was much less 
tight-lipped than at prevjous summits in 
Brussels, Athens and Stuttgart. IL was all 
smiles in the chateau ballroom Henri Ii 
had decorated with scenes of courıship 
450 years ago. 

Courlesy was the order of the day, 
There was no argument, Yet on the eve 
of the summit was as far removed as e¥- 
er from being cured of the *English dis- 
ease” that threatened to be the financial 
death of the EEC this autumn, 

Financial collapse was averted, 
France's level-headed view thal the Ten 
could manage with provisional arrange- 
ments if need be proved realistic, far- 
sighted and 5o effective that the British 
made a number of concessions in the ex- 
perl talks. 

One idea first the Foreign Minislers, 
then the experis spent the night discuss- 
ing was a lump sum rebate to Britain for 
1984. Agreement in principle on the 
idea was soon reached, hut not on the 
sim it was to involve, 

“One billion ecus, or $800m, was fi- 
nally agrecd, the amount td be based in 
future on a complicated formula geared 
to.Britaln's VAT rale and EEC expend- 
lture. 

In such a financial jungle there was no 
hope öf achieving a breakthrough the 
270 million ‘citizens öf EEC countries 
could possibly see as ‘& ‘milestone in 
Progress toward a common fatherland, 

So M. Mitterrand as president of the 
Eutopean Council has emphasised mea- 
sures that ore inexpensive, easy to carry 
out and unlikely to give rise to more 
than objections on grounds of technical- 
ities by member-governments. + 

“They have a psychological effect be- 
cause they make ‘Europeans feel they 
belong to an örganism that is in the pro- 
cess of taking shape" is‘ how a French 
Presidential ' adviser describes the phi- 
losophy that lies behind such projéets. 

An ad hoc committee consisting of 
representatives of the heads of state or 

government of the Ter will confer on 


Joseph Luns ... taking a reat 
(Photo: dpa) 


plies from overseas, is banking on the 
long-term political effect of its constant 
naval presence off the shores of all con- 
tinenls. 

In the struggle for the allegiancc of 
the non-industrialised world, a struggle 
in which the Soviet Union has ntet with 
scant success so far, the Red Fleet thus 
forms part of an offensive securily poli- 
cy. 

At the same time the Soviet navy İs a 
potential trouble-maker in thal in the 
event of a crisis, lel alone conflict, the 
countries of Western Europe and North 
America, who are in every respect de- 
pendent on lhe Allantic as a sea link, 
could be hit hard, and well clcar of the 
Soviet Union. 

Admiral McDonald said he lacked SO 
per.cent of the armed forces he needed 
to ensure that set roules stayecl open to 
slipping in the event of an emergency. 

There is no reason to panic and every 
reaon for adopting level-headed poli- 
cicx, It was to the credit of the political 
instinct of the organisers thal this mes- 
snge wus delivered by competent au- 
thorities. 

General Andrew Gondpaster, Saceur 
from 1969 to 1974, called for a strategy 
uf “uleterrence, defence nnd delente™ 
bused on the simple truth thal dletenle 
without a groundwork of credible cle- 
tence capability is a "delusion," 

John FHlalstead, a former Canadian 
anıbassador in Bonn, and later tû Nalo, 
stood up to America's perceptible im- 
patience with its allies by convincingly 
pointing out that North America and 
Western Europe can only jointly keep 
the peace and ensure cconomic and 
technological progress, 

Over 70 per cent of US investment 
abroad was in Atlantic countries, he 
said, and over half in Western Europe. 

Western Europe is also a profitable 
market for finished goods made in the 
United States, whereas in trade with Ja- 
pan the United States was over $1 5bn in 
the red in 1982. : 

Yet no-one ought to feel a continued 
alliance hetween America and. Western 
Europe was natural. That was the other 
main message at the 1984 Sea Link con- 
gress. 

The Europeans must at long last find 
ways and means of bringing influence to 
bear, with one voice, on US policy in 
world affairs if 1hey are to make head- 
way with, say, the dialogue with Mos- 
cow. 

That alone will succeed in keeping 
alive in ‘America the realisation that the 

United Stales will be unable in the fore- 
seeable future to play its part as a world 
power without Western Europe ~~ not 
even with a brightly-polished superpow- 
er US Navy. Walther Stiitzle 
(Sturtgurler Zeitung, Z3 June |984) 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


Luns bows out from Nato with 
a damp eye and a dry wit 


commitments in and to Western Eu- 
rope. 

Even the fabric of Bonn's defence cf- 
fort is beginning to wear thin. Was it not’ 
said, in many keenly noted speeches and 
articles, that Bonn would be increasing 
defence spending. not cutling it, now 
the Christian Democrats were back in 
power? 

Why, then, was Bonn Defence Minis- 
ter Manfred Wûrner presenting sııch 
menpgrc defence budgets? 

And why did Chancellor Kohl of all 
people send him to this Nato gathering 
empty-handed when higher spending on 
Nato infrastructure was al issue? 

Unless infrastructure investment is 
inereased US reinforcements cannot be 
sent to Europe in the event of a crisis, 
let alone war. 

All these questions are crying out for 
an answer at a lime when less reliance 
on nuclear weapons is generally fell de- 
sirable. 

How, for Ihat matter, about burden- 
sharing outside the North Atlantic 
Trealy area? Is lhe United States to de- 
fend shipping roules from the Persian 
Gulf on its own when America imports 
only four per cent of its oil from the 
urea, AS agaimsl Western Europe's 149 
per cent, or 115 million tons? 

It wasn't thal anyone at the Annapolis 
conference insisted, either Openly or on 
the quiet, thal Western Europe must 
join the United Stales in estublishing a 

military presence in the Gulf. 

But it was hardly surprising that 
Waushinglon is at least expecting further 
casement of America's burden in Cen= 
tral Europe. 

‘Ihe overall impression wus hy no 
means thal America has grown lirecl of 
its allies in Western Hurope. Nothing of 
the kind. But İt is growing steadily less 
keen on Ihe pace they are setting, which 
is usuully geared to the speed of (he 
slowest member of Nato. 

Washington, it was aguin celcur, feels it 
faces u worldwide Soviet challenge, and 
under Prestlent Reagun İt is firmly re- 
solveıl lo take up the challenge. 

lt aims t6 du so all aver the wartd: in 
the Persian Gulf as in Central and South 
America, in South-West Asia and the 
Pacific as in Europe. 

Enlargement of the US Navy to 600 
ships, including 15 aircrafl carrier units, 
is a visible expression of this policy. 


Washington is convinced there is no. 


other way in which to sland up to Mos- 
cow worldwide. 

Bonn’s Nalo ambnssador Hans- 
Georg Wieck in an impressive lecture 
on the historic roots of Russian, later 
Soviet naval policy made it clear how 
little inclination the Kremlin leaders 
have of knuckling under, 

“The threat to. Western interests on 
the world's seas will increase,” he said. 
Wieck, a former German ambassador to 
Moscow, concluded that “we wil have 
to pay more attenlion to this trend.” 

A threat? Is there really a risk of 
Moscow planning to come to grips with 
the West at sea? Not really. 

There are no indications that the So- 
viet Union, which is reluctant to run 
risks, has any intention of clashing at 
sea with traditional naval powers such 
as America, Britain and France. 

The danger is elsewhere. The Soviet 
Union, which as a world power in com- 
modities is totally independent of sup- 
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ic Jelı with by academies, government 
officials, soldiers, journalists and shi- 
pPowners for three days. ا‎ 

‘They were ull worried lest the contin- 
etlally-ariented Western Europeans in 
purticulur might wake up tao late to the 
realisation how heavily dependent their 
security and prosperily depended on 
frecdum uf the seas, 

The Americans are not alone in feel- 
inğ it is Striuge, lo say the least, thal the 
Danes ûs a seafaring nation are serious- 
ly considering replacing two of their five 
suhmarines (that being all they have). 

What makes it so strange is that they 
plan not to buy new submarines but to 
horrow them from the Federal Republic 
of Germany! Yet Denmark, with a per 
capita GNP of $10,780 last year was the 
fourth-richest country in the West, trail- 
ing only the United States, Sweden and 
Switzerland. 

There was no overt criticism of the 
Danes, of course, but behind the scenes, 
un Ihe periphery of the conference, 
there were many critical queries, 

The Americans are finding if harder 
than they did to rightly interpret the 
confusion of views voiced in Europe, 
and that certainly applies to the Dutch 
vuacillation since 14979 on whether or 
nol to allow 48 cruise missiles to be Je- 
ployed in [lollund. 

For ù Senator from the mitl-West or 
from Georgia debates of this kind are 
hardly likely to justify continued US 
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Wider issues mean HoneckqıFe™™E 


dered by the fresh gestures af 

to cooperate male by the GDR lead, 
nated by Philipp Jenninger, Minister: 
Sıate at Ihe Bonn Chancellor's Office fere wos only a monentary note of 

Jî Herr Honceker and Chane] sadness abou Joseph Luns' fare- 
Kohl ure to meet and hold fruilful up jyceremony its Nalo seeretary-gener- 
a salisfaclory solution must fin ahe US naval aclemy in Annape- 
found to the problenı of the Eag yk Nayland. 
mûn refugves at Bonn's Eust Berlin Ir Luns showecl a nole of emotion iis 
sion, ira! Wesley L. Me Donald pinnel 1o 

Herr Lonecker must reach a deci pel, lo the necompiniment of i 
soon and swallow his pride (and mk ding ovation, the highest award the 
thal of other GDR lettders). OtherggpiNavy makes to civitins, 
the pre-visit dlmosphere will be intkef hi the retiring Nuto scerctary-gen- 
able. sjsoon recovered his coumposure. He 

The refugee saga confronts bothgrkibeen presented with the highest and 
ernments with a dilemma. If the GI magnificenl awurds by all Nato 
refuses to guarantee the refugees prjpouies, he said, but wis sorry to say 
mission to leave for the West al sglptd discovered that not one of then 
future date, and if it insists on uliqjuspure gold. 
them to court, it will lay itself opeat] An audience of 30U, from 16 Nato 
charges of inhumanity and run the lkaies, Sweden and Indi laughed 
of a deep freeze in intra-German r¢fktiy as he made his way back to his 
ations. latinthe front row of the auditoriunı. 

Yet if East Berlin is generous il fr Mr Luns, a former Dutch marine 
has been in lhe past, it will merely ehr liscountry's Foreign Minister from 
courage others who are keen to getup! lo 971, it was n walk from the 
to follow suit. manto well-deserved retirement. 

Neither side is particularly kenl, gates were at Annapolis, neitr 
see thal happen, so on this point faigton, for Ihe Seu Link confer- 
dnd Enst Berlin dre agreed, They wo tleld every other year under the aw- 
like to dissuade GDR citizens kêlpul he Supreme Allivd Commander 
running this risk. lke. 

I, in contrast, Bonn gues too fri. By confer in acknowledgment of 
making allowances Tor ust Berlin's kinple truth that the countries of the 
mM ue members uf an alliance of 
` Bid ke first and foremost link is ıhe 


Stolner Stadt udi fits 
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f elPouer und Politics was the top- 


silion, il loo may lay itself up tf 
Chirges ol inhumanity. 


The sil position al the refuges] AA Springer Verkig AC, DIE WELT, WELT am SONNTAG 
Ihe repercussions their late mayhawe || Aveigenabteilung, Postfach 30 58 30, 1 2000 Hamburg 36 


iir-Gierman aflaiis te striclly 
GDR'S responsibility for (ailing oak 
ils citizens freculom ol movemenl. 
Bont tao hus run u tuber of cih 
connection with ler Honccker's Fy 
posed visit. Ihe Federal puverndf, 
beset hy domestic anl foreige paj] 
and coalition lension and crises, 
hundled the prepurutions clumsily. 4 
Bonn leaders hive yet to devote, 
entire nttentiun to the firctual poss 
ies and atmospheric necessities he 
entails, ° 
The Federal government cannol Pt 
lend to wash its hands in complete! 
nocence with regard to dissatisfe® 
on East Berlin's part. 
The ruling Christian Democrits ® 
Bonn are also not in full agreeme® 
the prospecl of success or the exte 
which the summit nıust achieve 
ur, in other words, whether it will 
any useful purpose. 8 
Intra-German Affairs Minister Hê 
rich Windelen, worried that geal 
peclalions mighl be disappointed. #¥ 
there must be resulıs, otherwise 
will be no point in the visit. n 
Herr Jenninger however has ¥ 
auainst selling sights too high 


4 


ing thal ù guest cannot be ch 
miqvion. 

‘The foom to manueuvre at He" 
necker’s disposal must not be 0“ 
mated no matler how keen he 
personally (and assuming he ish Ff 
the chill in East-West lies fof 
Moscow is partly to blame. : 

Much would e been achieved 
brought with him a reduction in 

Continued on page ê 


reclly rebukcd Herr Windelen 


visit is not cut and dried 


B?" government officials are talk- 

ing as if a proposed visit by East 
German leacler Erich Hanccker is all 
tied up. 

It isn't. AII that can be said is that the 
leaders of bath German stales remain 
interested in a second intri -German 
summit this autunın. 

The imponderables include whether 
the overall climate of world affairs 
might not make rain stop play. 

The Soviet Union nay have indicalel 
it is keen not to let the East-West dia- 
logue grind to a complete halt at the Eu- 
ropean and intra-German level in parti- 
cular. 

But if only to maintain the credibility 
of its bid to keep its distance from the 
United States, Bonn's main ally, Mos- 
cow is probably less keen on demon- 
strative protestations of cooperation or 
harmony between the two German gov- 
ernments. 

This is particularly so inasmuch as it 
is hard to see how the Soviet Union, or 
the East as a whole, can stand to derive 
benefit from the results of intra-German 
negotiations. 

Yet the Bulgarian leader, Tudor 
Zhivkov, is to visit Bonn in September, 
and Moscow, or s0 it is argued in Bonn, 
is unlikely to allow one Soviet ally to 
maintain ties with West Germany and 
and forbid another, more important ally 
to do so. 

Herr Honecker's visit is also bede- 
villed by considerable difficulties uf a 
home-made, intra-German nature. Tlie 
GDR's reluctance t0 make the slightest 
concession on Ihe refugves at Bonn's 
mission in Eûst Berlin van hardly be 
said to sound û note of promise. 

The attitude taken by the GDR lvad- 
ers, represenled by East Berlin lawyer 
Wolfgang Vogel, who is u close personal 
ucequtintance of Herr Honevcker's, has 
given rise to suspicion in Bonn. 

Herr Vogel said the refugee issue 
could well jeopardise intra-German rel- 
ations ads a whole, 

Are last Berlin leaders starting to as- 
senıble pretexts for calling off the intra- 
German sumnıil İn view of the refugees 
and Bonn's self-evident refusal to hand 
them back to the GDR authorities? 

Talks on an arts agreemen! ure like- 
wise making slower headway than had 
been hoped, strengthening the SUSpi- 
cions of sceptics in Bonn. 


Yet confidence has again been engen- 
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. ., East Germans walt hopefully in hallway of Bonn's Eaat Berlin mission 


Hans Otto Brdutigam 
(Photo: dpa) 
would include them in special efforts to 
arrange exit permits. 

They spent the night sitting on the 
floor in the hallway, and as mission staff 
did nol want to let them on to the pre- 
mises and they refused to leave, they 
seem to have used buckets as a latrine. 

Despite these conditions a further 
dozen arrived, including a woman and 
her six-year-old son. So Herr Brğutigam 
decided to let them in but to close the 
mission entirely to the public until fur- 
ther notice. 

The young man who had tried to set 
himself alight was given medical treat- 
ment by a woman doctor brought over 
from Wesıl Berlin. 

Bonn now expects East Berlin to 
solve the problem soon, given that the 
GDR claims ii is in- 
terested in the mis- 
sion staying open 
and in an inıprove- 
mem in ties with 
the Federal Repuh- 
lie, and bearing in 
mind that GDR 
leader Erich Ho- 
necker is (ne to 
visit the Federal 
Republic Iuer this 
year. On the even- 
ing the mission wis 
closed CDU/CSU 
Bonn MPs voiced 
criticism of the 
move. They [elt il 
was wrong thal dc- 
cess (o the mission 
for Germans from 
the GDR had been 
restricted, 

(Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung 
für Deutschland, 

` 28 June 1984) 
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Big Brother ls never far aWaY AB... 


Wi GERMANY 


Bonn mission in 
East Berlin 
shut to visitors 


Sranffurter Allgemeine 


ama eta ancmuano 


onn's permanent mission in Easl 
Berlin has been closed to visitors 
until further notice, 

This is because more and more East 
Germans are sceking refuge (here in al- 
tempts to get to the West. And they're 
refusing to lcave the premiscs, 

The refugees are imposing a growing 
strain on relations between the two Ger- 
man states, 

On the day before closure the 45 al- 
ready on the premises were joined by a 
further dozen, including one who in 
despair poured petrol over himself and 
was stopped at the last minute by bys- 
tanders from setting light to himself. 

The head of the mission, Hans Otto 
Briutigam, then decided that the mis- 
sion must be closed. He had previously 
tried to prevent people entering tke mis- 
sion by allowing them only into the hall- 
way. 

But several refused to leave even the 
hallway after being promised that Bonn 


' Background. 
A Federal Republic of Germany 
; lk and. the. GDR agreed by the 
tems-of a 14 March 1974 protocol 
to set: up “permanent missions” in 
East Berlin and Bonn.. ا‎ 
` Agreement on diplomatic missions 
' was a’ result' of the 21 December 
1972 Basic Treaty on intra-German 
‘relations, : ' ٤ : 2 
The head of Bonn's mission is ac- 
credited with the GDR stale council 
chairman, the head öf East Berlin'd 


The GDR Foreign Ministry is re- 
sponsible for Bonn's permanent inis- 
sion'in East Berlin and'its staff ûf 90, 
Thëè Chancellor's Office is responsi- 
ble for its GDR counterpart in Bonn, 
(Nordwest Zeitung, 27 June 1984) 


' mission with the Federal President. 
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Income tax reforms designed 


on families 


nol enough a chikl supplement of 
DM44 per month is propused. 

e Tax reform will he in Iwo stages — 
translated into reality in 1986 and 1988 
with tax relief of DMII billion in 1986. 
According lo a statement from the Fin- 
ance Minister this relief will be irı- 
creased by DM12 to DM13 billion up 
1o 1988, On 1 January 1988 the new tax 
scale will be in operation that will bring 
tolal tax relief uf belween two to three 
billion deutschmarks. 

The most important aspect of the new 
scale is an increase in the basic tax free 
allowance by DM300. It is a1 present 
DM4,212. 

In the preparatory work on lax re- 
form Finance Minister Stoltenberg fa- 
voured the "T1" model, that meant a 
drap in tax collec led of DM24 to DM25 
billion. The CDU/CSU governcd feder- 
al states have staled that they can bear 
DM17 billion up to 1988 without 
compensation via increased taxation or 
improved tax conditions. 

The coalition compromise is above 
this limit, but below the Finance Minis- 
ter's original idea. 

This, the Finance Minister said, made 
it necessary lo make calculations for a 
re-newed lax scale “T 1" with “a lower 


relief rate. Gerhard Weck . 
{Bremer Nachrichten, 25 June 1984) 


A drop in real 
growth 
is predicted 


STUTTGARTER. 


ZEITUNG 


he Kiel Institute fur International 

Economic Affairs predicts that 
West Germany's real growllh this year 
will be 2.5 per cenl.and 2 per cenl nexl 
year. Last year's rale was 1.3 per cent. 

It predicts. growth of 4 per cent for 
ihe industrialised counlries'this year, al- 
though during the year the rate would 
probably slow. ر‎ 

In the latest of its regular reports, the 
institute said world trade would tail off. 
Il should grow 6 per cent this year but 
drop to 3 per cent next year. 

This year economic development 
would lose some of ils dynamism, 
Growth in Europe, already sluggish, 
would stop entirelj, 

But the upswing jin Japan would be 
continue. e 

The institute said that, in many, coun- 
tries hindrances for an cconomic up- 
swing persisted, Subsidies were being 
used in Western Europe in place of 
scarce and expensive capital, and ou1- 
dated ecoriomic slructures and patterns 
were being preserved. 

High interest rales were making loans 
expensive for investment. ; 

Only in.the US were laxes substan- 
tially reduced, wages adjusted to market 
conditions and regulations lifted, which 
explained why despite high interest 
rales the upswing in the United States 
was so marked. 

{(Stuttgarler Zciung, 26 June 1934) 


to ease load 


٤ Bremer Nachrichten : 


| tax reforms approved by the 
government in Bonn can only be fin- 
anced by increasing other taxes, says 
Finance Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg. 

The tax packet will be introduced in 
1wo stiges, in 1986 and 1988, and the 
first phase will give much relief to fanıi- 
lies with children. 

The compromise worked out by the 
coalition partners involves in all 
DM20.2 billion. 

Stoltenberg said that no further prop- 
osals for tax relief were envisaged for 
this legislative period that ends in 1987. 

He added that no other adjustment 
measures were being considered — in- 
creases of other taxes — to cover dec- 
reases in wages and income taxes, 

Stoltenberg said that the measures to 
be introduced were “the largest tax cuts 
to be made since the establishment of 
the Federal Republic." 

He gave two examples. He said that a 
working man with two children in his 
family earning on average in a year 
DM43,000 (n taxable income of 
DM34,000), calculated at 1988 levels 
would have 1 tax saving lhrough {he 
measures proposcd ofl DM700 to 
DM75U per year, or monthly about 
M60. 

This relief would be in full operation 
by l8. 

A singlo person with the same pay or 
income would get DMS0U per year in 
tax relief, but this would not come into 
full operaton unlil 1988, Ip 1986 it 
would only he DM 150, or DM 12.50 per 
month. 

"I'he time plan for specific tax reliefs 
is as follows, so far as definite dales 
have been fixeul: 

e In 1986 the child allowance will be 
increasecl from the present DM432 to 
DM2,100 which will include all the var- 
ious “supplements for children", der 
pendent on the number of children in 
ihe family 4s. well as welfare costs: 
DMS,2 billion. 7— Those with .low 
incomes for whom this allowance. is 


Giving more tax concessions to joint 
home-building associations would .be 
"obsolete". Il would lead to a concentra- 
tion of property ownership. and not to 
private ownership. -.- 2 
` The panel recommended that new 
leases between the landlord and tenant 
should be de-regulated. Liberal renting 
legislation.should apply to public assist- 
ed housing when the owner has paid off 
the public building loan. 

House’ ownership should be taxed as 
an investment. Rents should take into 
consideration interest rates and. other 
charges. 

The pancl suggesis that when real es- 
tate is sold there should be a capital 
gains tax of 25 percent ~~ al present this 
is tax-free. - 

Land purchase tax on the other hand 
should be discontinued. 

The Housing Minister said the propo- 
salis were basically helpful, but he con- 
sidered many: recommendations too 


abrupt and Eesive: Peter Gillies 


{Die Weh, 20 June 1984) 


Winds of fortune 1984 


Estimated 
U growth (%0) 


the strike ends soon and that the com- 
promise is economically viable. 

This could create favourable condi- 
tious. in which price development will 
still remain low, Consumer prices have 
for months regislered seasonal in- 
creuses and ihe annual rate is reckoned 
lo he under two percent. This means 
that the uim of price stability is closer 
than expected, The cansiderable in- 
s in pay have ensured a real in- 
se in purchasing power. 

‘The Bundesbank alse spoke favou- 
rably of the progress in funding thie bucl- 
get. That took much stress off credit 
markets. 

l.ong-lern funcling aims had not heen 
achieved. I the path of publie finances 
were followed through, more room for 
manocuvre woukl be available to make 
il possible 1n iniroluce tax reductions 
smoothly. 

The Bundesbank expects substantial 
support for ihe business outlook [ronl 
ubruil. 

li says there is an adequitle surplus of 
moarey su thant a powerful increase in 
procluction is possible. 

Despite the escalation of interest 
res in the USA the deuschmark hans 
not lost its attraction internationally. 


uf the Jeutsehmitrk because uf its slabil- 


ity. Claus Dertinger 
(Die Welt, 27 June 1984) 


Too many homes 
being built, 
government told 


The liberal economists look the view 
that whal has been regarded as a shor- 
tage of living accommodation was in 
facı only a distortion of resources al- 
ready available. 

‘They fear that too much real estate 
would become a bad investment caused 
by bad state subsidisies and taxation 
policies. 

This capital, wrongly invested, could 
have been pul to better use in industry. 
“We need more factories not more 
homes.” 

The pune! regarded as "pure waste 
the promotion of publicly assisted 
house-building. The betler solution 
would be to direct payment of a public 
housing allowance to the needy. 
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Who strikes 
the most? 


Days lost 
per 1,000 workers 
through strikes 


lg THE ECONOMY 
Italy i 


Mf Bundesbank’s 


e‏ پا 
and ookouls Sy qualified‏ 
(Average ^‏ 
312 )1970-1982 


USA 


Belglum* 443 


25 ن‎ 3 
wg Fiance 
a 184 Sweden ۹ 
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timism 
می‎ 1 


rhmpe Bundesbank is optimistic about 
de economy despite he fall in pro- 
ion in the second Juirler due to the 
gjneering and printing strikes. 
: Bul û adds ù warning thal the strike 
İt end soon with iı ecconomicully ac 
gable.compromise. 
The Bunclesbank warıts in its monthly 
xort that to reduce the working weck 
rihe same pay ûs before would mean, 
abe short term, busic changes in pru- 
dion. 


Mediator find; 


view of the importance of the ques- 
ım raised by the strike it was not sur- 


ising that manufacturers and consum- 
ıs ¥ereê more cautious in giving infor- 


this nut too 
tough to crack lion about their position than at the 
kyinning of the year. 


CDU politician Kurt Biedenkopî ul he upward. swing in demand and 
failed in his attempt to nedlale la kf ofuction that began so promisingly ut 
prinllng industry dispute. His rde t beginning of the year had faltered 
plan proposed n stnge-by-stage redkal ıi much of the optimism had gane. 
ey e a ™ Afer considerable stockpiling at the 
Sty, E AM kjuning of the year things hid gut 
trough days ofl. Biedenkopf kklo normal. Denınd in the building 
seven possibilities. n lıls negollstleidytry had slackened. The connection 
e five extra 2 off دپ‎ ihe labour dispute was obvious. 
iy 
CRIA e e would Te Bundesbank believes tut, ûs iû 
: 2 al of the strike, lock-outs and pru- 
E r e pe sion halts, in the metalworking in- 
8 4 HIF ۲ 
OTL E 
uff a year. At ench anmunl wage Nf ueent a loss of about three billion 


tion up lo 1988 nn additional set etin 
1 . arks or three percent of the 
ten dnys off would he included ls ê net production of the process- 


Tepe aR Cement: Şiusiries in May anl June. 
wf Wrkers in lhe metalworking indus- 
| u union remm Ff o baye |, n pay and anln ies about 
LT the printing industry Ê oy |s billion “excluding strike pay 

pute, The civil service has innaulkh yo 

wildcat strikes for the iutunin. 
What the printing employers Fe] 
done, in fact, is to box Kurl Bi 
kopfs curs. They believed that F 

could do this because his 
the dispute was nol us an nrbilratof, 
only as “anı attempt to mediate”. 


Tedecline of total pracluction in the 
md quarter docs not mean the enel 
ke upward econboniic trend, Ihe Bank 


Te break in the upward swing is 
hauled in the maln in in interruption 
Be lolal supply of goods and not in û 


Neither sile was prepared lo f lack of demand. 
Promise: Sklom has a min prep Û To a cerlain degree lasses can be 
do all to bring disputing partles to ۳ E 


been su repudinled as Biedenkop® pensated for, pre-suppusing thal 


this conflict. 
The cmployers said in a4 s' 
that his proposals “were nol 


dvenment subsicliecs on homie 


cally viable”. This was u tough € Should ا‎ gly 


lo hurl at Biedenkopf, a CDU polli™™ Crisis in real estate, says û pres- 
The main point of the reproach group. اوا و‎ 
that the employers believed he #% says hous; ould Be a 
inclined towards the union. 1 to ing should he more su 
the luws of supply and demand 


Bicdenkopî would certainly 10 dihe exist 2 2 
raise a finger if the Iwo sides a should he 


cide they want outside help o tn ا‎ 3 
dispute. n0 building avucistions should 
By their brusque rejection of Bi 0 0 tax relief and legislation 
kupfs proposals the employes lig, 0 tenants qhould be Jibera- 
sil! ees says, 
saying “no”, because no plan lor e ivard are among the proposals pul 
ing the wurking week iy in sight. Te bon bya BrOUp of seven uacalcmics 
pute continues, 9 aS the Krunberger Kreis, whe al- 
The employers demand that 1 ا‎ that more people should be 
ian should come Jowar a furthe Ff ike me owner accupicrs. 
But the union sticks by its demanê words families should buy 
da new wage structure in the rayi in which they live instead of 
improved wages, more corde Out and building family homes. 
tion fur 1he workers cuuncils and tery Mg the pace in the building in- 
tection against rationalisation nf” jr, J" as 5 been done up to now, 
The union played for high %* in 1 the danger thut real cstate, 
now the ploy are playing irc) ent] With great sacrifice, vubse- 
(Suddeutsche Zeitung: 22 J Could depreciate. 


. SpPared the union from the 
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There is no talk of a 35-hour week, al- 
though it has not been excluded, for 
Leber's proposals run until 1986. 

Placing authority in the hands of the 
workers council does not strengthen 
the union's centre, that mitny unionists 
cerlainly did nol like. And there will be 
a pay reduction for those groups wha 
work less thın the 38.5 hours per 
week. 

There is no victor and no vanquished 
in Leber's proposals, Nevertheless there 
are points that need clarification. 

What happeıis when management and 
workers council cannot agree on the up- 
plication of reduced work time in var- 
ious groups of workers? What happens 
when the workers council blacks the 
time worked according to joh grading? 

Leber may have found a solution of 
striking simplicily, but the detailed 
work, thal now has to begin, will decile 
if he really has made wage negotiations 
history. 

Work time in the metal and engineer- 
ing industries as a wholê is to be short- 
ened by one and a half hours as from 1 
April next year. The proposal was 
worked out by Leber and Professor 
Bernd Rüthers, who was not ã member 
of the negotiating panel. 

The rew work week for wage negoli- 
ations will be on the basis of 38.5 hours 
worked. The actual time worked in il 
company, based on the 38.5 hours of 
the basic wage, will be a matler for the 
employment agreement belween work- 
ers council and employers. This work 
time cannot exceed 4D} hours and not 
drop below 37 hours. The altered work 
time will remain in force until 30 Sep- 
tember 1986. 

To preserve wage levels for the re- 
duced work week at the 38.5 hours level 
a compensatory 3.9 per cent increase 
will be paid. Employees whose employ- 
menl agreement means lhey work less 
than 38.5 hours, will get an additional 
compensutory paymenl s0 that their pity 
is al the same level as for the 38.5 hour 
working week, Compensatory pay will 
he reduced by 25 per cent from | April 
1986 in pay rises. 

The arbitrators have proposed thnt as 
from 1 July there should be u 3.3 per 
cent increase in wages und salaries. 

In addition all workers involved in 
the strike, cither directly, or locked-out 
or put off work because of the effects of 
the strike, are to receive a unc-olf pay- 
menl of DM 250. 


A two per cent pay Increase wilt be 
applied as from 1 April, 1985. This 
wage agreement will be valid for twelve 


months: Joachim Worthmann 


(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 27 June Jy4 j 
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. Average week worked In Industry (In hours) 1982-83 
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Wl INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 


Engineers, employers, hammer 
out deal in all-night session 


Engineering workers and cmployers have reached agreement on ending the seven-weck 
strike {hat has made about 400,000 workers idle and brought most motor manufactur- 
ing assembly lines to a halt. Aim of the strike was te reduce the working week fron 40 to 
35 hours, Fhe deal, still subject to a vote by IG Metall members, involves a 38,5-lhour 
week from April 1 next year, a pay rise of 3.3 per cent this July, and a DM250 paynıent 
to all workers affected by the strike. Agreement was reached after an all-night bargaining 
session under (he medialion of Georg Leber, a former union official who was once an 


SPD cabinet minister, 


grading for time worked so that Lhe re- 
duced working week would be intro- 
duced depending on the necessities of 
individual companies. The magic words 
were "making things flexible" (hat Leber 
took over from the employers and graft- 
ed into his plan. 


The employers’ main point was, and 
still is, that the operating time for ma- 
chinery should not be curtailed. This 
was prevented by separating the idea of 
individual work time from company 
work time. : 


Getting rid of the 40-hour week is to 
be financed in such a way that competi- 
tiveness on internalional markets 
should not be put at risk, 


The costs for Leber's plan are within 
the scope of the employers’ offer, 


There is a hidden sweetie for IG Me- 
tall in the compromise: the time worked 
must be negotiated by individual com- 
panies within the context of the employ- 
ment agreement between the workers 
council and the employers. 


This means that the flexthility so dear 
to the employers’ hearts can only be 
agreed upon in companies that have an 
active workers council. 


Companies that operate without a 
workers council because of their size 
have been left out. They must abide by 
the reduced work time arrangement 
without having the bencflt of being able 
to grade the timê workecl depending on 
the job. 

The question must arise if (hese conı- 
panies will not be interested in negoliat- 
ing in future with IG Metall, Would thal 
not be a long-term improvement of lhe 
union's position in the economy? 


If can be pre-supposed that Leber, a 
former building workers union leader, 
IG Bau, had this in mind when he drew 
up his plan. On the other hand he de- 
manded something from IG Metall. The 
proposed wage inçreases are modest. 
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` Austrla 


Whe parties to the dispute had little 

option but to accept Georg Leber's 
proposals. The side that rejected them 
would have had to carry the responsibil- 
ity of setting in gear an indefinite battle 
of attrition. : 

The harnı would not have been just 
cconanmic. The social damage would 
have lasted for years. 

In the end there would have been to- 
ıal defeat of one side or the other, thus 
damaging the balance of power in the 
industrial relations structure. 

The word “partners” in wage negoti- 
ations would no longer have had any 
meaning and clags-war words would 
have filled the air, 

No one wants a war to the bitter end, 
and no one can afford it, who is inter- 
tested in reducing unemployment, 

Leber himself concedes that the ac- 
ceptance of his compromise calls for 
pluck. He could just as well have said 
thal a “no” pre-supposes considerable 
courage, which could be interpreted to 
mean foolhardiness. . 

It would be hard to think of a more 
stylish compromise for ending the dis- 
pute than Leber’s swift proposals. 

This does not mean that skilful wage 
experts cannot [ind snags. Leber ex- 
pects something from both sides, 

IG Metall got the reduction in the 
working week il wanted. Leber's com- 
promise is unequivocal about this. The 
40-hour weck is to disappear from the 
basic wage agrecment, 

The employers have to make this sac- 
rifice although they have been against 
any proposal for a reduction in work 
time... : 

But the renunciation of the symbolic 
"4Û" was made easier for employers, for 
this was .Jinked to an acceptance of job 


1 ٤ 
Continued from page 4 


some exchange requirement for GDR 
pensioners and an arts agreement ready 
to sign. i 

: Many’ Christian Democrats: still evi- 
dently find it hard to' look oh'suchi sum- 
mits as meaningful in themselves, espe- 
cially ir a tense situation. ا‎ 
.. The effect of Herr Wiidèlen publicly 
Purporting to wonder whether thé GDR 
leader's’ visit ought not to be postpohed 


agûin if there is no güaranteé of results 


could well be disastrous. 


` East Berlin leaders would aré unén- 
thusiastic  gboüt the visit in the first, 


place could easily take that to be an in- 
direét cancellation. 1 1 
Postponements of summit meetings 
on. grounds of uncertainty or displea- 
sure haye a most unpleasant intra-Ger- 
man tradition, Bonn must do all it can lo 
emsure there is no repetition. ` 
: Every.delay is a missed opportunity, 
particularly for, people in Germany... . 
Claus Wenermann 
. {Kölner Sıadı-Anzcîger, 26 June 1984) 
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NGHH ATA GLANCEf 


We build turnkey Diesel power stations 


Worldwide the right cholce up to 150 MW 


tallored to the particular load characteristics. 

With unit outputs from 375 KWg, to 14,000 KW,,, any economical power 
station output up to 150 MW is technically feaslble. . 

The GHH Group member companies are pursuing progress:in 
engineering on a world-wide scale, through target-orientad innovation 
and the continuous further development of proven concepts. 


Supplles and services for 

@ the baslc and producer-goods 
indüistries 

@ ihe energy industry 24 

© iransport and mechanical handling 

@® communications engineering 

@ chemical and process engineering 

@ the construction industry 

@ the processing industry 


MAN 
meran?  FERROSTAAL mtu 
GEMS HEEHFELD FEN 
TNNE 


Gutehofînungshûütte Aktlanvereln 
D-4200 Oberhausen 
W,. Germany 


GHH-GRUPPE 
Machinery ° Plants * Systems 


Whether for base load operation, for medium load operation or as a 
make-up plant in peak load operatlon, M.A.N. Diesel power stations are 
always the right choice. They convert the precious primary energy into 
valuable electrical energy wlth the greatest of efficlency and ensure 
round-the-clock power supply in isolated or Interconnected operatlon. 
M.A.N. erect turnkey power stations at any location in the world, 


GHH for the world markets 

@ with a diversified range of 
products and services 

©@ series production to a high 
design standard 

® high-quality specialist 
production 

® system-based flexible 
solutions to the probiems 
of plant construction 


backed up by intensive R & D 
efforts 
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Herr Schrader is hoping a der. 
will be reached at the 1 1 
hut he fears standardisation (in his vies 
the secrel of German manufac, 
success in world markets) may fail. 

AL the instigation of former E; 
ic Affairs Minister Count Lam 
Ihe Bundesposl is to have nothing tog: 
with subscriber equipment, which coy 
result in dupliculion and incompatibi 
{problems that heset computers and ıl, 
vilco market). 

The Bundespost is still firmly cor 
vince il will come right. By 1995i 
confident there will he between ou 
and five million ISDN subscribers, 

Initially, commercial customers al 
predominate. In Ihc private sector 
Bundesposl feels growth is only to kK 
expecled in teletex for the time being. 

A larger number of private subşer 
ers 1o the integrated service is nol e 
pected unt optical cables make vide 
phones feasible. 

Rental charges will be a crucial fx. 
tor, and in Stuttgart the Minister hul 
this te say: “We will be boosting their 
centive to switch to ISDN by peggy 
charges to telephone rates.” 

Higher speed ind line capacity sl 
even cut costs, says Wolfgang Peters 
SEL, while err Schên has visions oli 
monthly renlul of DM40, which Is uly 
1 two-phone family already pays. 

Unit charges will he relued to ik 
and distance, ds for the telephone. Si 
ter transın nı would tlıus make tek 
printer, lelefax und cata Iransmissil 
cheaper than they are at present. 

lt remains to he seen whether thes 
conjectures ure borne out hy the fet 
Costs van be higher than expected, ë 
many households who decided lo If 
cable TV have found to Iheir chagrin. 

And the Federal Audit Office has 
ly just pointed out that Bundesposl tF 
pectalions can it limes be û little lw 
opimistiv. 


Wolfgang Ciillmami 
Sigartwı Zeitung, 23 June 199 


TV programme, broiulcat by a Se 
uperatut. 
Westbeam is produced by i pri: 
consortium unıleı Ihe supervision of 
ILudwigshalen corporation. : 
Must Luropean countries seem ® 
have gradually girded thir loins fork 
new media, starting wilh local raf’ 
since the early 1970s. : 
in Germany the clams suddenly #° 
10 be bursting all at once, providing? 
viewing public used lo homaeopall 
ly minute doses of radio ind TY wilh# 
inundation of new programmes. 
Irrespective of cahle TV pilot F* 
jects and the TV satellite read ® 
broadcast, German politicians 4f 
engaged in a debate un fundaneî 
Miühifenzel fur one is afraid il #4 
lead to a “media policy mysléry 10" 
Media policy has heen without 
spective for years, it was cons! 
gued at Telematica, with the result 
the further course of events 20d 
in media fuciitices available afê 
mined by technology alone. 
“A ghetto uf ambitious techn 
pusiums has urisen,” says Gerî’ lî 
her of u Harnburg company. whichis 
what is ıechnically feasible in Ge 
ùt limes far removed fram (lema 
“Whatever may he the ideal 
using the electronic media,” <Y 
Meyrat of Rediffusion, lhe SWS 
lite TV cumpany, with the Ee 
public in mind, “accrued siret 2 
nut without Jamuge be turned 
down overnigh1.” Frank A. Li 


9 
(Suultgarter Zuinung, 221° 
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E COMMUNICATIONS 


Digital technology tops list in increased 


nications 


uın services: telephone, lelclex, tele- 
printer aıkl data transmission. 

Everything will work much faster, we 
are promised. Teletex pages will be 
made up faster, for instance, ihe Minis- 
ter said in Stuttgart. 

The Bundespost stands to benefit in 
terms of rationalisation regardless 
whether it gains new subscribers, Exist- 
ing copper cables (optical cable is not lu 
be introduced until a much later stage) 
can handle twice the amount of digita- 
lised signals, says Herr Schön. 

He says there will be no extra expense 
inasmuch as the conversion to digital 
technology is inevitable, given the ex- 
pected growth in demand. 

Extra investment will not be neces- 
sary until 1990, by which time the 
Bundespost expects the number of tele- 
phone subscribers to level out, and this 
extra will be warranted inasmuch as di- 
gital technology is-less expensive Ihan 
analog. 

For the electronics industry the ISDN 
network is interesting not jusl on ide= 
count of Ihe exchanges that need build- 
ing. New subscriber equipment will he 
the big business. 

“Manufacturers are working flat out 
At development,” says Jonchiın Schrud- 
er of Siemens, who expects there lo be a 
new generation of consumer devices 
combining several functions and making 
use of the advantages of an integrated 
nelwork. 

Bur several problems still need sulving 
before this stage is renched. Iiernutional 
standards for equipment have yet to he 
agreed on. The UU in Geneva hasbeen 
working on this problem for four years. 


Bickering goes 
`. on over TV, 
radio policies 


The ball is very much in the media 
policymakers' court, as experience with 
the first two German pilot projecis, 
cable TV in Ludwigshafen and Munich, 
were launched in January. 


Neither Claus Détjen of the Ludwig- 
shafen venture nor Rudolf Miühlfenzel 
of the Munich project was able to give 
any clear indication in Stuttgart of eith- 
er demand or the prospects of breaking 
even. They have not been in cable TV 
long enough to say. 

All they were sure of was that their 
pilot projects, both of which were far 
too small, did not have much time left in 
which to experiment, 

Since the Ariane launcher rocket put 
the ECS comsat into orbit last year, if 
not earlier, British, French, American, 
Luxembourg and Swiss operators have 
been on standby to serve the German 
market. 

. Four of the nine programmes the sa- 
tellite is equipped to broadcast to Wesı- 
ern Europe are already in operation. 

They ate the Sky Channel, run by Bri- 
tains Rupert Murdoch, lhe Australian 
proprietor of News Ltd, the French fifth 
channel, Westbeam (purportedly a Ger- 
man service) and the first European pay 


year: seven by Siemens, five by SEL and 
one each by DeTeWe in West Berlin 
and TN, a Bosch subsidiary, in Frank- 
furt. 


The order is reversed for local ex- 
changes, most of which are to be built 
by SEL. AII are major contracts. The 
new trunk exchange in Stuttgart is to 
cost DM18m, the international ex- 
change DM19m. Both contracts have 
gone to SEL. 


In opling for two competing systems 
the Bundespost has been prepared to 
pay more for training, warehousing and 
maintenance. ٤ 


lerr Schön says this extra cost 
should be offset by competition be- 
tween manufacturers, which will lead to 
lower prices. But export promotion 
cloubtless also plays a part, 


German manufaciurers feel they 
should do well in export markets, bul 
this presupposes their systems are tried 
and trusted at home, 


` Digitalisation of exchanges and the 
subsequent ‘digitalisation of links with 
subscribers are to lead by 1988 to what 
ihe Bundespost calls an integrated ser- 
vice digital network (ISDN), 


Pilot projects are to he launched in 
1986 in Stuttgart and Mannheim, with 
400 subscribers cach. 


Subscribers will then have a’ single 
socket and a single number for all telec- 


Bi rlemherg Premier Lothar 
Spãth told delegales 1o the cahle 
and satellite TV conference nt the Te- 
lemalica trade fair in Stuttgart ii was ııe 
early bird that got the worm. 

He even quoted Bismarck, who over 
120 years ago said: “A statesman must 
see events coming and prepare accot- 
dingly. If he foils 1o do so he will usually 
be too late when he finally ‘makes a 
move.” 

His “colleague” Bismarck, who was 
Prime Minister of Prussia at the time, 
might be surprised that this home truth 
has failed to have the required effect. 

How else, worried media experts 
wondered, could one account for Land 
governments continuing to argue 
whether and how the range of radio and 
TV programmes ought to be extended? 

Technology, they said, had long re- 
duced political leeway to a handful of 
key issues. .! 

One was whether only foreign com- 
mercial. operators were to work the 
West German market or political and 
economic provision was to be made in 
time for commercial radio and TV 
stations in this country. 

The new media debate has been con- 
ducted at length and ir detail since. a 
government report was issued eight ye- 
ars ago, clearly showing that technalogi- 
cal developments can only be kept in 
check by those who make sure they are 
in the vanguard. : و‎ 

By constantly lagging behind the 
course of events greater clarity is next to 
never established, and it certainly res- 
tricts political leeway, 


spending on telecommu 


he clash over countrywide cable TY 

is fas1 becoming a holy war. The 
Federal Audit Office has accused the 
Posls and Telecommunications Minis- 
ter, Christian Schwarz-Schilling, of un- 
realistic cost accounting and over- opti 
mistic forecasts. 

And the dispute continues on wheth- 
er copper or optical cable should be 
laid. 

But at thê Telematica trade fair in 
Siuttgart, the pressure was off the minis- 
ter. He visibly relished the applause that 
greeted his opening address. 

Herr Schwarz-Schilling was able to 
present ideas for expanding telecom in- 
frastruclure. The only significant critic- 
ism these are getting is from trade un- 
ions, worricd they might mean even 
higher unemployment. 

The repercussiuns for office workers 
are unforesecahle and could well in- 
clude a spate of rationalisation such as 
has accompanied the introduction of ro- 
bats in industry. 

How the Bundespost views the telec- 
om future could be seen at the largest 
and busiest stand in Stuttgart, where 
video conferences were held between 
one city and another and the same tele- 
phone line was used to relay photocop- 
ies in seconds, to transmit teleprinter 
messages and 1o exchange compuler da- 
tA. . 

The Bundespost’'s target is a fully in- 
tegrated teleçom syslem as part of 

which all subscribers can use all ser- 
vices via a single cable link. 

Al present Ihe Bundespost offers ils 
services n a number of separate ne- 
tworks. The telephone network, with 24 
million subscribers and about 30 milli- 
on telephones, is largely independent of 
the integraled 1exl and dita nelwork 
linking 265,000 subscribers by leleprin- 
ter and data transmission services. 

This duplication means extra cost of 
development, technology and opera- 
tion, and connection costs on both sides 
are fairly high. 

' The first step in the direction of an in- 
tegrated network is being taken now the 
Bundespost is converting telephone ex- 
changes from analog to digital technol- 
ogy, which not only increases capacity 
and speed; il also makes new services 
possible, ۴ 

All signals are converted into figures 
and reconverted at the other end, ‘im- 
proving the capacity, quality and speed 
qf lransmission, 3 

. This year the Bundespost is to invest 
about DM20m in the new technology, 
increasing to DM400m in 1986 and 
DM1.5bn in 1989, according to. Helmut 
Schûön, head of telêtom ai the Ministry, 

From 1990 the Bundespost will in- 
slall nöthing but digital technology for 
both Iûcal and long-distanıce calls, Con- 
version’ to digital technology wil] be 
completed by 2020 at the latest, 

It looks like good business ahead or 
industry, so it is hardly surprising the 
entire German telecom industry has 
submitted tenders for contracts. 

Unlike on past occasions, the Post 
Office has not opted for a uniform sjS- 
tem It has agreed to use both the Sie- 
mens and the Standard Elektrik Lorenz 
(SEL) systems, 

They can be interlinked without 
much difficulty. Fourteen new long-dis- 
tance exchanges are to be built next 
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Cellulold on file. The museum library. 


(Photo: Knauf) 


This addition houses the staircase 
and a number of smaller exhibi{ion 
rooms but makes going round the build- 
ing extremely confusing. But it creates 
countless corners in which to stage the 
exhibition scenically as envisaged by 
Herr Schobert. 1 

Stage designer and film archilect Jan 
Schlubach is to fit out the museum with 
historically decorated rooms for the’ 
permanent exhibils to make thenı look 
historically at home. 

The camera obscura is already 
housed in appropriate surroundings: a 
tent like its erstwhile seıting at the fun 
fair. 

Initially, Bofinger plans to leave his 
architecture unadorned even though the 
discrepancy between his concept and 
the purpose of the building is thereby 
mad ec even more clearly apparent. 

Even where it is aesthetically sutisfy- 
ing, as in the upper storey, Bofingcr's 
«lesign sadly clashes with practical re- 
quiremenls of whal is a multi-purpose . 
building. . 

Others huild libraries tolally cut off 
from daylight, which makes sense in 
helping lo preserve valuable books, Bo- 
finger has built a fine glass roof with a 
wonderful vlew of the open sky. 

It is just too bad that books will turn 
yellow in the fuli glare of the sun, one 
might argue, But it was decided to clad 
the glass roof ir foll to filter out the 
light. So much for the magnificent view! ; 
And that is only one of many irritations. 

At the opening ceremony the mu”. 
seum had many attractions to tempt vi- 
sitors, such as a cafe and.a well-stocked 
bookshop. Thousands of film fans, 
mainly young people, delightedly ex- 
plored the building. 

They also took ii Ihe Fellini exhibi- 


' tion, Which ifi August and September 
. gan be seen in Haiover. A {ùcky few 


` drew lots and won lickets for the unoffi- 
cial German premiere of Fellini's latest 

ı film, E la naveva, .. : 
The others. admired the gaily-co-. 
loured laser illuminations that link the 


' old and new Kommunales Kino. 


: ` Maybe Hilmar‘Hoffmann's plan will 
one'day-come true and motor traffic will 

` bè sent underground, making the banks. 
of thë rivêr a pedestrian precinct. 

This is an idea many would like to sce 
come true, but it is a busy road and the 
tunnel was proposed in days when the 
economy was still booming. 1. 

Only ‘then would the much-vaunted 
museum park come fully into its own. 

Lina Schneider‏ ا 
(Hennoversthe Allgemeine, 13 June 19834)‏ 


Oswald Mathias Ungers, the architect 
who designed the architecture museum, 
has unquestionably done a better job 
than Helge Bofinger, who redesigned 
the film museum building. 

Bofinger uses red sandstone pillars to 
establish a modest architectural link be- 
tween the two buildings, Ungers incor- 
porates them in a plate-glass gallery sur- 
rounding the entire building. 

Ungers successfully gives his museum 
an elegant, transparent new look, Bo- 
finger merely clutters up what was orig- 
inally a decorative entrance with plate 
glass and heavy iron struts. 

He also plants four chunks of sand- 
slone in fronl of ihe enirance, wilh slen- 
der brass pillars and a semicircular ca- 
nopy rouf on top of them. 

‘The aim may have heen to pay ho- 
mage lo cinema architecture in the hal- 
cyan days of the picture palace, but the 
effect is ungainly at best and nterely oh- 
secures the fine all enirance without in- 
proving the appearance. 

Yet the circular foyer is clcarly rem- 
iniscent of bygone glamour, with plate 
glass ull round and a blue neon circular 
design in the celling. 

The way to the Kommunales Kino 
downstairs is down a magnificent white 
marble staircase (hat grows stendily wid- 
er, running siraight into a marblê wall 
that brings cincmagoers to an abrupt halt, 

1n the rectangular shape of the origin- 
al building Bofinger diagonally incorpo- 
rates another rectangle, which is thus 
more of a lozenge shape in relation to 
the original ground plan. 


(Photo: AP) 


"Laser ّ ê of a local cine- 
lights. Laser beam display in Frankfurt to mark the movê o 
ت‎ Kommunales Kino, Into the fllm museum bullding. 


Museum pays homage to an 
industry’s ingenuity 


ncarly 50,000 books collected by the 
German Film Institute, which is also 
housed on the new premises. 

There is also û1 generously equipped 
videotheque donated by Sony and fitted 
out with the latest equipment, and these 
facilities are not reserved for a handful 
of specialists and otherwise kept under 
lock and key, Anyone can use them. 

Curator Waller Schoberl, who for ye- 
ars has run the Konimunales Kino in 
Frankfurt, is particularly fund af the ex- 
tensive cullection of film music, 

He is extremely proud of two 1920s 
old-timers, a Photo Player and a Wurlit- 
zer cinema organ. 

They are housed in the Kommunales 
Kino's superbly-equipped new home in 
the cellar of the museum and will soon 
provide a musical accompaniment to si- 
lent films, 

The ıiew museum's city-centre loca- 
tion, on Ihe banks of the River Main, 
next dour to the new German Architec- 
ture and Muscum and near the city’s 
best-known arl gallery, the Stãdel, is a 
programme in ilself, Huffmann says, 

Ile sees the film muscum ranked 
ilongside other nuscums physically and 
in standing. As the founder and long- 
stancling organiser of the Oberhausen 
shorl film festival, he stresses time and 
again that the cinema is as much a part 
of general education and civilisation us 
uny uf lhe arts. 

The film and architecture museums 
aro the first of û dozcn muscums Hilmar 
Haffmiunn has planned to line the banks 
uf the River Mair, und his idea has al- 
ready, long before the project nears 
completion, proved the solution 10 û 
wile range of problems, 

At u time when in architecture the 
pust-nuderns have yel to arrive it tt slyle 
ht is generally convincing, Frankfurt 
has not repealed the mistake of building 
a pseulo-modern concrete disaster sucll 
as lhe new Lisltory Museum. 

Instead, the city has chosen to refur- 
bish a row of late 19th-century build- 
ings on the banks of (he river and away 
from the cily-centre skyscrapers. 

The German Architecture Muscum 
was opened next door to the film mu- 
seum A week ago, also housed in an old 
building. So the architects faced similar 
ıasks, and comparison is inevilably 
prompted by the two buildings standing 
side by side. 


he Re ins, Bertin have impressive collec-: 
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Fireworks mgjı HE CINEMA 
completes 


his childhood 


۸ giant fireworks spectacular is ıa 
hekl in open land in front of i 


Reichstag in West Berlin, About ف‎ 0 
of fireworks will be used, i vejihe Allgemeine 
4,000 specially designed rockets, i E 0 

‘The idea belongs to Vienna's mq] ® 
tilemed Anlré Heller, chanson sipe he principle on which the motion 
man of literalure, actor, Film-maker a picture is based wis known long be- 
ex-circus director, be he first cinema was opened. It was 

He says the show is a trace oEl,gibed in an 1829 Belgian PhD Ihe- 
childhood, when the fireworks pEjgsfollows: 
watched were too mild. “Erery image titkes timc lu bc regis- 

As soon as the sun goes down oid by the human cye. ‘Fhe impression 
July the Platz der Republik in frouckes by the image disappears gradual- 
the Reichstag building will be ıumyjtpoıimmediately." 
by Heller and a team of 83 intoa'f] The new German Film Museum in 
works theatre with the crash glfaklurt pays tribute to the many 
clouds”. lum and unknown inventors of the 

The optical spectacular is the ajlbena, and visitors are as delighted by 
attraction of “Summer nights diezfyical toys, the molest precursors uf 
1984", the West Berlin Şenate's plnkf motion picture, as their forefathers 
July and August to fill the summers fite 
tural gap. : The Frankfurt muscum will cover the 

It is believed lhat the spectacle, jaie history of the cinema, or that al 
signed to clraw tourists as well as xj s what is planned. The museum 
citizens, will cost DM3.5 million. Îlsonlyjust heen opened. 

The Kurfürstendamm will ke ı| owed in a totally refurbished late 
“dance and art mile”, lhe city an agi Hkeentury building on the banks ol 
fair ancl the Wannsee a water stage. [River Main, it is still in its early days 

A year ago 900.000 people in Lijsjtplans will lake shape in the months 
watched Heller’s first "fire thealre". 

To get this scheme on the roaltf Mibils so far testify mainly {o cin- 
slaked all he possessed in the tip ait} graphic archacology, consisting 
scales and lost DM 300,000. dimenions steadily leading up to the 

In Portugal no admission charge uf Eê unveiled at the Grand Café in 
made. In West Berlin Heller ل‎ if by he Lumière brothers in 1895. 
stand to lose anything for his “Thetf, talew months visilors 10 the Frank- 
of Fire" has been engaged by the ogf mem wilt be able to take 1 break 
nisers of "Summer Night's Dream’. f8 imilation Grand € afd, Ihe cale 

Aulmission to the Platz der Repu tke the workl's first motion picturvs 
on 7 July will be with a fiyve-mark bung WReoned. ا‎ 
instend of a ticket. ‘Fhe area wl] guiding principle ut the new mu 
flooded by 60,000 watt quadroptsf®™S 1t lo show visitors the cxlibits 
loud-speakers, s0 powerful thal i uly arrayed behind plule glass. 
be like standing ut the epicentre ol must he uble to sec and touch and 
uecurding to Heller. taclive put in what they see, 

Music by Stravinsky, Berlioz 4ë Elm museum has long heen u fir 
Parson, IHlandel, Penlerecki FE} ™E Project of municipal arls diree- 
Floyd and others, and pyrotechnic |, mar Hoffınann, whose ain is lo 
fecls will make the evening "a feat: leto take down iis often is possible 
the senses". f don't touch" signs and re- 

Heller has tried te allow fants] aon by an inviıatian to go ahead 


af Amber of exhibits can aiready be‏ ا 

put to work. The first visi-‏ 1 ا ا 
Nordwest Zeituhf ‘nthusiastically tricd out the phen-‏ 2 
RES E ii oope and studied the first moving‏ 


imagination to take Might in 2 0 0 et 
pressing problems and wasted f fy itor, who 
time. He discovered “folk art, i I 1880 stereo de 
artists and illusianists that he rev س‎ 8 di 2 nerpanurama, 3 
his Roncalli Cîreus and the vr irf eyery aay Si ti bak ra 
“Flic Flac". HD or 2 3 
1“ f, . OF s0 and was delightful not only 
The firework show is a trace irtue of its E ا‎ 
O CT 
çaw as i thild w 1 n 3 
0 E E EE iia it gives ur into a lost world 
In West Berlin Heller wil) use * Frriape: Bardens and horse-drawn 


specially designed rockets. It Pf The German pity ECE 
said that the pyrotechnic display li nor the 1 e 
volve eleven tons af fireworks. ny’ The finn suction oof Munich's 
cal message to the guds”. ااا‎ m, the Fi Tilt n 
‘The ten firework tableau will iseldorf and the HA Kiem 
metres high and 100 melres In 8 
The enclusure in front af t 


O00 e 
stag can hold 300,000 tu 350: so tar the F zum i 
ple. No une iç worried that not ei 1 e Frankfurt muscum is 


1 jy one that is able 10 exhibit its 
people will turn up. On the al ek in a building of its own, and a 
there is cuncern how l0 con pf cent home il boasts ton! 
crowds that are expected lo f e li Ty is a storehouse uf infor- 
erent: fians ehe R0 film buff. it comprises both 
(Nurdacst Zeitung. 201° Museum's own stack and the 
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SA‏ چ ی 
homosexual cabaret In Berlin In 1929.‏ 
(Photo: Catalogue)‏ 
accompanying commentaries and pot-‏ 
ted biographies. :‏ 

Berlin's cultural life, since the days of 
Frederick the Great has been far more 
influenced by “those who are different” 
than a cultural history set on suppres- 
sion would have. Anyone interested in 
the theatre knows all about Gustav 
Gründgens. But does everyone know 
about the popular cabaret singer Claire 
Waldorff and August Wilhelm Iffland, 
who gave his name to the ring-road, 
whick still honours the great actor. 

Does any history of art indicate that 
the Greece-besotted painter Hans von 
Marées and sculptor Adolf von Hilde- 
brand, also intoxicated with the Hellen- 
ic spirit, shared nothing more than a ro- 
mantic studio together? 

Dogs anyone immersed in literature 
really know what bound Klaus Mann, 
solemn Stefan Zweig and the commun- 
ist writer Ludwig Renn, publisher uf 
Linkskutrve, together riding high over all 
ideological differencos? 

In which group, stigmatised or. not, 
does Friedrich Wilhelm Murnau, cerea- 
tor of the film Nofergtu conveniently fit? 

What do you do about Kithe-Kollwitz 
who uninhibitediy let it be known that 
she was preparecl lo love not only men 
but also women? . 

And how is it explained that, along 
with Gründgens, the tennis champion 
Goatlfried von Cramm and Max Lorenz, 
the renowned heldentenor of Berlin's 
Deutsches Staatsoper survived the Na- 
zis purge of prominent homosexuals 
who disappeared into concentration 
camps and death with the pink triangle 
.on their arms, the Nazis sign of their 
homosexuality? 

The exhibition poses more questions 
than it answers, but it would be absurd 
to reproach thê èxhibitlon for that. 

' In additiort the exhibition documents 


the life arid influencé of Johann Ludwig 


‘Casper and Karl Heinz Ulrich who, in 
the nineteenth century fought to have 
homosexuality as a criminal offence ex- 
punged from the Statute Book. 

Magnus Hirschfeld continued their 
work in his Institute for Sexology, 
founded in 1919, Until it was destroyed 
in 1933 it made Berlin a world cenire of 
research into sex, 
` That is no Jonger true of West Berlin, 
but West Berlin is still a cily in which the 
homosexual sub-culture, rich in ideas, 
goes its way, asin other West German cit- 
ies. But it is the only city where it would 
be dared to stage such a striking exhibi- 
tion with state approval and promotion. 
` „ Many visitors leave the palace on Lind- 
enstrasse more thoughtful than when they 
arrived. Nothing more positive can be 
said of the influence.of the exhibition. 

Hellmut Kotschenreuther 
(Siuttgarter Zeitung, 7 June 1984 J 
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Those were the days. The Eldorado 


who still are. A group of lesbians, equal- 
ly ostracised, joined them. 

Their way of life, problems, aims and 
cultural significance for the city is docu- 


. mented in pictures, photographs and 


magazines such as 5—Garconne and Die 
Fretndlin, : 

They did not particularly want solidar- 
ity with the homosexual men. They insist- 
ed that the catalogue should not include 
porirayals of erotic scenes involving 
women by Christian Schad, Otto Schoff, 
Rudolf Schlichter and Erich Godal. 


The lesbians maintained that these’ 


` were male artists and that their work 


“stimulated the voyeuristic instincts of 
male viewers,” 


The two groups only agreed about 
one aspect of the project's aims: to try 
and reach a point where homosexuality 
is no longer regarded as somethinğ 
spectacular like a security risk. ٣ 


Hopes for this success are not un- 


, founded, Large crowds are rolling in. 


Vistors are dipping deeply into the 
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Attempts to stop 
homosexual 
exhibition fail 


n exhibition about homosexuality in 
Berlin has drawn howls of protest 
from various quarlers. 

But Rolf Both, Jirector of the Berlin 
Museum, has slood firm, The exhibition 
goeson. 

lt is called Eldorado — Homosexual 
Afen anf Women in Berlin 1850-1950, 
Everyday Life and Culture, 

Eldorado was the name pf a re- 
nowned homosexual bar and caharet in 
Berlin before the war. 

It would be interesting to be able to 
see an exhibition of the threatening 
and protesting letters that flooded in 
when word of the exhibition got 
around. 

But Herr Both refuses to make public 
what is the most interesting and certain- 
ly the most topical aspect of the whole 
project. 

About thirly people in the Society of 
Friends of the Berlin Museum withdrew 
their membership. 

Some West Berlin politicians, includ- 
ing the former mayor, Richard von 
Weizsãcker, who is now the President of 
West Germany, were bombarded with 
leıters demanding that the exhibition be 
halted. But Rolf Both refused to budge. 

The exhibition and the informative cat- 
alogue is an attempt to throw light on “the 
neglected and repressed history of a dis- 
advantaged .and . legally  .stigmatised 
group.” 

The exhibition was inspired by a 
group of homoşexùal men, closely 
linked to (he cultural life of tbe city and 


Three different tastes of film. 
opera reveal its potential - 


there was complete unity in the ensem- 
ble. Karajan, following Verdi's score 
meticulously, successfully produces 
music theatre of the very highest artistic 
order, Music and action in this Otello 


„ Aare welded into a superb unity. : 
` The singing is impressive with Jon Vick- 


ers as Otello, Mirella Freni as Desdemona 
and Peter Glossop ûs Iago, The camera 
work followed the music perfectly. 

As an'example of opera fil this Otel 


lois a feast for eye and ear, whether one - 


agrees with! Karajan's interpretation of 
Verdi or nat, 


flim is obvious when it is compared with 
the Tosca film by Gianfranco de Bosio. 
De Bosio filmed his Tasca on location 
and no one can complain about that, But 
there are too many details in the opera 
production. Tosca travels to the Castel 
Sant’ Angelo in a coach. Sheep and shep- 


. herds hustle about at the foot of the Cas- 


tello. 


The direction and camera workare 
course and dreary, And the same-gûes 
for the acting and singing of Raina Kab- 
aivanska, Placido Domingo and Sherrill 
Milhes and the musical direction of 
Bruno Bartolett.,  :’' ا‎ 

What is left is Puccini's opera in ã 
spectacular production with three inter, 
national singers who have not done 
their reputation much good: - ۴ 

Hugo Thielen 


(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 8 June 1984} 


Hirovers first opera film festival in 
ihe Hochhaus Cinema. will begin 
with Wagner's Tannhguser, Puccini's 
Tosca and Verdi's Orello, 

These three films, all very different 
from one another, give sime idea of the 
new art form “film opera", : 

Both aspects of the film, as a medium 
for documentation and as an art form 
are included in these films. 


The Tannhğuser film represents the ' 


first of these aspects, It documents the’ 


splendid, and in its time spectacular, +. 


Götz Friedrich. production, conducted . 
As Venus and Elisabeth, Spas Wenkoff 
as Tannhğuser, Bernd Weikl as Wol- 
fram and Hans Sotin as Landgraf. 

The fact that this production, stirring 
and now and then shocking, that went to 
the edge, visually and musically, of justi- 
fiable interpretation, has been filmed is 
in itself extraordinary, 

The film has more to offer through. 
Because the medium makes it nécessary 
to select from the variety of action oh 
stage it concentrates of the vital fea- 
tures of Götz Friedrich's production 
with the result that his inlention's are 
clarified, more so perhaps than ‘iti the 
actual performance. 

The Otello film is of the same order, 
but with Herbert von Karajan not only 
conducting but acting as film producer. 

Whatever is thought of Karajan's 
multi-media ambitions, in this instance 


by Sir Colin. Davis with Gwyneth Jones ". : . The beauty and perfection of Karajan's 
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for years are soon classified as no-hop- 
ers whten they regisler al the labour ex- 
change. 

As a rule they no longer qualify for 
unemployment benefit. If for some rea- 
son they are no longer entitled to main- 
tenance from the man whose home and 
family they looked after, social security 
is all they are entitled to, and that is a 
bare minimuni. 

What is more, although Ihe sacial se- 
curity deparlment will fork out, it is just 
as sure tu try and recover the money 
from ather relatives, local authorities 
being chronically short of caslı. 

The social security is entitled to claim 
reimbursement from divorced women's 
children and parents even if, to cite 1he 
example one last time, her ex-husband 
is a well-heeled surgeon. 

Heiner Geissler, Family Affairs Min- 
ister in Bonn, ought to be appalled at 
the realisation that this can happen. 
Haw can he hope to persuade working 
girls to marry and have families when 
this Victorian fate may be their lo1? 

The coalition proposals envisage the 
new provisions being applied to all dec- 
rees granted since mid-1977 provided 
maintenance commitments would differ 
substantially as a resul. 

1t requires little imagination to see 
what will happen if these proposals be- 
come law. Everyone who pays mainten- 
ance to a divorced wife {or husband) 
will enıbark on a quest for some misbe- 
haviour or other on the ex's part to justi- 
fy reducing alimony, 

That would mean taking a fresh look 
at cases lat have long heeıı considered 
closed. Divorce courts will be saddled 
wilh extra work in plenty (but not a 
single extra clerk). They will have no 
choice but to let a backlog mount up. 

Finally, Bunn plans to deul with a 
pint that has no immediate conncetion 
with maintenance payments in the wake 
uf ù divorce. 

Payments in lieu of pension rights cin 
bv «leferred if û court finels that tın in- 
mediate settlement wouldl come “at the 
wrong time." What that mecins is thi dli- 
vorced houstwives would lve to wait, 

Even inlerest payments ire to he de- 
ferrable, which would mean amending, 
Paragraph 1382 of the Civil Cude, 
which since 1958 has provided for r= 
spile, hut not because payment would 
come at the wrong time, whatever Ihal 
mighi mean. 

AIL in all, the Bonn coalltion's prapo-= 
sals amount lo a drastic reduction İn di- 
vorcedl persons’ riglus that goes well be- 
yond what the Constitutional Court has 
recommended. 

First, by referring to gross misbehav- 
tour and dereliction of duty the revised 
version virtually instructs divorce 

Continued on page 14 
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The pain and the cost of 
getting cast asunder 


١ 


ERENI innng” 


(Photo! Presse-BiİlJ-Poss) 


such cases the wording used assumes 
grealer importance. 

lt virtually calls on judges and cou- 
ples who apply for a decree to poke 
around in the past in a quest for gross 
misbehaviour and the like. 

It is as though no-one ever realised, 
before the 1977 divorce law reform, 
that guilt was strictly relative and a 
court was ill-suited to rule on who was 
to blame for the break-up of a marriage. 

Second, the proposals envisage men- 
toning twice in their revised version of 
the divorce law that nıaintenance can he 
awarded for i limited period if n couple 
hive nat heen married long enough 1 
make a lifelong arrangement seem war- 
ranled. 

Pruvikled some such arrungemvnt 
svems fair ind reasonable, maintenance 
cun lr run down and phased oul, anl in 
sume cuses {his may be necessary and 
make sense. 

There undeniably are cases in whiclı 
mwuan lilile women milk their cx-lhus- 
bands Tor all they are worth even when 
ıhey have long been able to tend for 
themselves. 

The example usuully cited is thal of 
the surgvon’s wile who expecls lo be 
kept in comfort fur the rest of her life. 
But she is the exceplion, nut the rule. If 
the number of instances in which the 
comparison is apt were compared with 
the number ol times it is cited, the ratio 
would surely be 1 t0 100. 

The statistical reality is entirely dif- 
ferenl. The main basis on which main- 
tenance awards are made these days is 
unemployment. Divorced women who 
have looked after the home and family 
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roughshod over the ex-husband or 
wife's financial interests or has failed for 
some time to contribute toward the up- 
keep of the family. 

These turns of phrase were not sim- 
ply dreamt up by politicians. They were 
borrowed from legal judgments, mainly 
Supreme Court rulings. 

In û case in which ù wife blackened 
her ex-husband's standing with his enı- 
ployer, ruined his reputation, reduced 
his income and still demanded mainten- 
ance payments, He courl rulccl years 
ago that she had ridden roughshod over 
serious fini I interests of his and dis 
missed her miimenance cliim. 

ln anther case a former Buncleswehı 
oflicer studicd ûl university at his ex- 
Wife's expense {she wis a well-to=«lo 
dentist}. He constamly had affairs with 
othe «omen ycl stil demande thi she 
pay far his upkeep. 

The court held him guilly of serious 
mishchiaviout and dismissed his main= 
teniince chain. 

Such rulings are bised on the present 
Hw, which his cume is a disappo 
MICHL tt? y whose hopes were CXig- 
geriled. Wor years the reformed divorte 
law has heen accused of leaving û loo- 
phole open for Ihe reintroduction of the 
guilt principle. 

So there ire frequent clisputes among 
the experts as to whether individual ru- 
lings are right. Bul no-onc would say the 
law is urgently in necd of revision. The 
Cunstilutional Court judges did not set 
ù deadline cither. 

But now the Bonn coalition's legal ex- 
perts plan lo rewrite the law lo cover 
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German eating MARRIAGE 
habits: ful] 
now, ill later 


WI: Germans still cal Much more 
than they necd: too much 
tao much fat and too much alco 
Diut-related illness casts a le 
DM40bn a year, says Bonn Health Mir. 
ister Heiner Geissler, 

He was outlining details of the Bo 
Bovernment's new nutrition repon lij 
the fifth, is to he mailed to al] insti 
tions detding with nutritional i 
cost the Ministry DM 172,000, 

The over-30s ure suid to be Pariice 
larly prone to overweight. lines; 
cuused by overweight increase cong}: 
erably in this age group. 

They include cardiac and ci 
complaints, high blood pressure, are; 
osclerosis of the brain, diabetes ayj 
gout. 


Between the age of 36 and 65 Wel 


ا ھ 


j\lerone disputes the necd to revise 
[de divorce law reform in force 
Germans on averige derive over 2p fxrqmner 1977, Views differ merely 
cent of their energy intake from alcoll lgkere changes are necded and what 

Smokers need more vitamins th iadhey must take. 
non-smokers. Young people tend eral years ago the Federal Consti- 
have an ill-hlanced dict, with too mvû [iil Court criticised three main fea- 
cemphasis on swects and potalo chips fimsihat needed reappraising and reur- 

The lalest stuisties reveal that We jzğgin Bonn: 

Germans dre world champion mea UI strict five-year period after 
ters, sinking their leeth into 90kg gı Pë my marriage can be annulled 
head per year, ke redefined more flexihly, 

But enting too much meat irigga Fis made by the parent who his 
many compkhiints typical of advan FE O the child ur children must 
societies. Much foul is sail to be ot RR Psed solely on the facet ot cus- 
salted. Consumers ought lo be able f I mainteniınce at rngemenls ie 
decide for themselves how much sifFY Mair, more Hexible piuvisions 
they eal. Te ا‎ a 

MON U Ul t1 pension‏ 8 . 2 چ 2 ا 
e‏ 
been no further i e. lerr Geist‏ 


e Diran anl ee Demociatic legal 
sys heallh safety cum puiguıs have st oes reach! hh 1 ا‎ 
etl to have an effect in his connecli0k و‎ e 


kire Whit un the secund puint, 
He also feels somw healway has Kreg i ! 


7 2 int f dans more mint lullow. 
دا‎ Mı Cucing TRIB epoposah vrbmitted te the coili- 
foodstuffs. ‘The “food burden on # f 


Rprlies in the Bonn Bundestitg pu 
consuneT İd to have been cased. f 


8 ihe demands speviled hy 
The umber of complaints about POomtilutinal Court judpcs. 
terinary ınedicines has declined sf 


ge iS envisaged anounty to 
the mid-1970s, The health hazard of Phulamental revisic ıı ut maintenance 


Mens after a divorec decret. 
lans may dispute the fact, but 
dposals speak for themselves. 
he divorce law is lo he rewril- 
Provide for miinterance to he li- 
lime, reduced in amount or dis- 
enlirely when the recipient ix 
clear and gross misbehaviuur. 
Provision iş also to apply when 
#plieanl for maintenance rides 


iner Gtadt 2irudit: 


unbatancecl diet is certainly grealer 
that of residual toxins in food. 
Checks are to be made all over Û. 
country to make sure how high the 
count in foodstuffs is. 
Inadequate hygiene in handling foe 
is another henith hazard. Food pols 
ing is on the increase, says ihe Fede 
Statistic Office. In 1482 there ¥, 
40,000 registered causes of salm 
sis, 


Special attention is now to be pail : 
the paycho-social evaluation of ool ! 
families with children. OverWeis" i 
nat the only problem, One young gi 
three is underweight. Euling hails * 
influenced in childhoad. E 

The report wus cumpiled E0 
tists, ‘They would like to see f 
with at school, Eid | 

‘Nutrition, says Professor 1. 
Menden of Giessen, head of the “J 
man Nutrition Association, 1S “ 
barely mentioned ur dealt with 
factorily in 500 school textbooks. 


(Kûlner Stadı-Anzvıger. 2 
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¥ HEALTH 


Training the brain: pepping up the 


ry jogging 


signs and sequences after some lime? If 

he can, psyehologists say he has suc- 

cessfully exercised his long-lerm meno- 
ry. 

That can be extremely useful for pa- 
tients, such as young motorcyclists hos- 
pitalised after serious crashes in which 
they have suffered brain damage. 

They need to relearn and train their 
mental powers. It does the healthy na 
harm either. Memory jogging could be- 
come a craze. 

Dr Lehr] compares his rows of letters 
and numbers with crossword puzzles, 
card and other games. Mental exercise 
is always an important aspect of leisure 
activities of this kind. 

So there are no limits to memory 
jogging. Ten minutes a day at the office 
can counteract the consequences of 
routine work. 

People who take the book with them 
on holiday need have no fears of diffi- 
culty in readjusting to work after weeks 
spent lazing in the sun. 

The authors make no clainı to have 
devised a technique by which to develop 
intelligence, but they do feel memory 
jogging counteracts symptoms of age- 
ing. 

Memory jogging brushes up a failing 
memory and can also effectively combat 
feclings of loneliness. Similar tech- 
niques of menlal exercise are even used 
in space. 

Both US astronauts and Soviet cas- 
monauts practise mentil therapy along 
the lines of memory jogging, having dis- 
covered that cveryone who spends 
wecks cooped up in a space capsule 
lends to return with a pour general bill 
of health. 

‘The basic progranıme devised in Pnd- 
erborn cûn be exlendled. It is generally 
felt to be an ideal raining Programme lo 
be tackled singlehandedly. 

It is much more than û game. İt would 
appeir to be humanly and medically es- 
sential as a general health precadution 
und a therapy for use during convalese- 
ence, 

Initial experiments with groups of vo- 
lunteers have shown that memory jogg- 
ing is popular with old and young alike, 
with hard-pressed executives and hospi- 
tal patients, 
Yet even memory jogging has limits 
inasmuch as it is ho substitute for the 
lack of sensual stimulus resulting from 
life in a sterile, monotonous environ- 
ment. 

1 Wajks, travel, observation of nature, 
visits to museums, music and’sport are 
important catalysts. They help to keep 
the senses receptive, which is an indis- ` 


; pensable prerequisite for technical in- 


telligence, which cah then be trained by 
memory jogging. . : 


`. The Tight diet. and physical activity 
. are of similarly fundamental importance 


if training the mind iş to prove effective, 

` Siegfried. Lehrl and his colleagues 
have not couched their report in cum-- 
bersome scientific terms, The book is 
easy to read, enjoyable and practical in 


every respect. 
1 e ا‎ Wolfgang Siöckel 
4 (NfrnbergerNachrichten, 25 June 1984) 


Slegfrlad Lehrl and others; Gelin iojg- 


ing (Memory Jogging) MEDITEG-V 
Wehrheim, DM29,80, ا م‎ 


who are sick or bedridden for a long 
time. 


In the late 1970s lhe Baden state pen- 
sion fund commissioned. a memory jogg- 
ing programme from staff at Paderborn 
University. 

Psychologist Siegfried Lehrl, one of 
the scientists who worked on the pro- 
gramme, is now on the slaff of the psy- 
chiatric ward at Erlangen University 
Hospital. 

Rows of figures and letters are ar 
ranged in a seemingly arbitrary fashion, 
alongside, above and below each other 
on the monitor screen or, in this case, in 
the book. 

The aim is to memorise the sequences 
and work out connections. At the com- 
puter screen answers are enlered in on 
the keyboard. Users of the book need a 
pencil. The objective is to train the 
memory and powers of concentration. 

The learner patient may find it slow 
going, but he isn't expected to break re- 
cords. 

The first stage is concerned with re- 
cognising identical signs, Ther short- 
term memory is trained and, finally, 
long-term memory. 

Can the patient remember specific 


lemperature, precipitation, 
wind conditions and frequeney - 


r pinning jourieys. 


` Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


supplied the data ATTANgêd in see-at-a-glance tables in these new reference 
works. They include details of air and water le 
humidity, sunshinê, physicdl stress of climate, 
: ,„ Of thunderstorms, 
. These Tigures tompiléd over the years are ihvaluabie both fa 
to distant countries and for scientific research, 
Basie facts and Figures for every country În the world form a preface to the 
‘tables. The emphasis is on the country’s natural statistics, on climate, 
population, trade and transport, 0 0 
The guides are hantly İn size and Flexibly bound, indispensable for daily use in 
4 commerce, industry and the travel irade. A 


Four volùmes are available: 


, North and South America. 172 pp., DM 22.80; 1 
Asla/ Australla, 240 pp., DM 24.80; 
Afrlea, 130 pp., DM 19.80; * , 
Europe/USSR, 240 pp.. DM 24.80 


0 
2 2 5 


` <. Lookit up in Brockhaus 
F. A. Broekhaus, Postfach 1709: D-6200 Wiesbaden 1 


cells with memo 


Mirov jogging tones up the mind 

just as effectively as the physical 
variety keeps the body in trim, say the 
authors of a new book, 

It contains a programme originally 
devised as a computer dialogue to help 
patienis to convalesce, and the book 
seems sure to become a non-fiction 
bestseller, 

Memory jogging is basically the by- 
product of an extensive research project 
carrled out over several years, It was 
prompted by the discovery, made by 
doctors and psychologists, that patients’ 
IQs decline markedly when they spend 
any length of time in hospital. 

The change in surroundings is to 
blame. A hospital ward is a depressing 
environment, Patients don"t get enough 
ntavement and are kept in a state of lim- 
bo, cut off from family and work. 

The aclivity of their brain cells is 
slowed down. Their powers of logical 
thought decline, Their memories grow 
worse and worse as a result. 

There is a swift improvement after 
about three weeks in hospital. By then 
the patient has come to terms with the 
new environment and got down to fresh 
activities in hospital, especially during 
convalescence. 

The patient begins.to show interest in 
what is going on outside hospital again, 
But brain damage is irreversible unless 
aclion is taken in time to help people 
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Helnrich Hoffmann and his creatlon. It all began in a school exercise book. 


{Phota: Frank Feldmann) 


As always Siruwwelpeter has sur- 
vived all interpretations and atlacks. 


Soon after the appearance of the sto- 
ries critics condemned them for their 
cruelty and frightful influence. Hoff- 
mann answered these criticisms in a 
foreword for the 1 OOth re-print. He said 
that children urgently needed to find 
out the right rules of living. 


Strıtwwelpeter has nol only conquered 
abroad but has done so at home: the sto- 
ries have appeared in the dialecis from 
the Palatinate and Saarland, Platt- 
deutsch and the dialect of Cologne, in 
the Franconian dialect and the dialects 
found in Düsseldorf, Koblenz, Neuss 
and Triers. 

Karl P, Aponer 
{Die Welt, 12 June 1984} 


department store spokesman said: “They 
spend most of their leisure time here.” 

Schools have laken up computers as 
well. Therc is hardly any educational in- 
sttution that does not work with conı- 
puters. Onc schoolboy has so pro- 
grammed his computer so that it can do 
his Latin deelensions for lıim. 

‘Fhe Heilwig High School in Hamburg 
has six professional computers [or 
teaching, bought at a total cost of 
DM35,000. 

Children will not be deprived of coın- 
puters during their holidays, either, In 
the Harz computer holidays are orga- 
nised for young people for DM875 for 
two weeks, and “Club Aldiana" offers 
older people holidays in Tunisia with a 
“computer atmosphere". 

There are critics of lhis kind of prog- 
ress. The “progressive” SPD politician 
Freimut Duve regards the emphasis or 
computers as “a radical devaluation of 
human thought”. 

The Hamburg informatics professor 
Klaus Brunnstein fears the development 
of two classes of Young people and “so- 
cio-cultural problems”. 

` He maintains thiat com puters threaten 
separation, one group is involved with 
computers as a new culture-technique 
and develop their own language. The 
vast masses reject this. There is the 
threat that there will be a Jack of com- 
munication by the spoken word be- 
tween the two groups.” 

Kai Lugiwig is not satisfied with the 
way things are. “America,” he says “has 
it best,” 

In Forest City, Iowa, the population 
is 4,350 and there are 800 compuers. 

` Three-year-olds like to play best of all 
‘with hardware in the city’s kindergarten. 

Ridiger Winter‏ م 
(Welt ami Sonntag, 17 June 1984}‏ 


little Black Boy" who mocks the Moor is 
intended to show children that this is 
objectionable, what we would today call 
racial discrimination. 

Like all famous books, Stritwwelpeter 
has been mockingly altered and parod- 
ied for political ends. It has been re- 
corded, filmed, and commercialised. 
For example, there is Struwwelpeter 
chocolate. 

It has been much discussed by teach- 
ers. 

A few years ago, it was condenıned as 
“preserving A reactionary structure of 
society". 

There are two museums in Frankfurt 
devoted to —Struwwelpeter, the Hein- 
rich Iloffınann House and the Struw- 
welpeter Museum. 


J Struwwelpeter still going 
strong in many tongues 


This will be of much interest for lin- 
s. who will be able to compare the 
original Hoffmann product with the 
iranslations. 


Dr Heinrich Hoffmann was a neu- 
ralagist und a director af the Frankfurt 
psychiatric clinic. 

Struwwelpeter came into being be- 
cause at Christmas in 1844 Dr Hoff- 
mann could nat find a suitable picture 
hook for his son Carl Philipp. So he de- 
cided to write and draw a book himself. 

He did not have publication in mind. 
But it was circulaled to friends, in a sim- 
ple exercise book and gave so much 
pleasure that it was offered for publica- 
lion. It was later expanded 

By 1939 the stories of “Wicked 
Friederich", “Little Pauline”, of “Flying 
Robert" and the companions and “com- 
panions in misfortune" had had 5,000 
reprinls, 

lt is now estimaled that mare than 25 
million copies have been sold. 

‘Lhe ınanuseript of the original is held 
ly the Germanisches Nationalmuseun 
in Nuremberg. 

Sıruwwelpeter was not cntirely an 
original creation of Dr Hoffmann. Some 
uf the characters hind appeared before 
in chiklren's books. They were adopled 
hy Hoffmann, given ù new form. 

Dr Hoffmann illustrated cducational 
ideas of his times. The story of “The 


15-year-old teaches adults 
all about computers 


lic, 240,000 of them to people below 
the age of twenty. 

One young lad said: “You gel addict- 
ed. You tell il what to do and it does 
it." A salesman in a Düsseldorf compu- 
ter shop said: “Young people over-run 
the shop. They put specialist questions 
to me that I cannot answer." 

Customers who want to play about 
with demonstralion computers in a de- 
partment store have to wait until the 
long queue of young people has gone. A 


Deutsche Marks 23.00 
Deulsche Marks 45.00 
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"stress" in the Jelsure activities boys 
his own age pursue. 


There are 10,000 young people who 
“play” with computers for a hobby. 
Until now 300,000 home computers 
have been solid in the Federal Repub- 
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Hutsianrsa Ha pH IMSS 


Mutter kommt nach Hats, 
der Konmd Traurig atts. 
Daumen steht er dort, 

dalle beide fort. 


js verse comes from the chikl- 
book, Sitruwwelpeter, ly 
Bıkch Hoffmann. Although the title 
dates as Shock-hended Peter, it is 
gkoown in English by the original 
an title. 


lie is hardly a langunge Struw- 
ter has noi been translated into, 
lur the publishers have produced 
iknguage polygloı volume to com- 
grate the 175th anniversary of lhe 
dof Hoffmann. 


Te verse comes from — Geschichte 
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and adventure 
cannot be fulfilled 
aud the video is 
thet substitule. 
Luts of high-flown 
terms were band- 
ied around at the 
meeting: scope for 
creativity, encou- 
ragement of per- 
sonùl encounters, 
self realisation, 
finding one’s own 
identity. But no 
one explained how 
these were to be 
converted into ac- 
tion. So we have 
the video nasties, 
another monster, 
Just like we have 
other monsters —. 
television, comics, 
alcohol, drugs, 
pornography, 


punks and ıhe Cassettes go ker. . .runch 


fringe religious Half a milllon marks worth of video cassettes pff1Dumenlutscher, (Stories of the 


Bo sucked his thumb}, onc of he 
peter polyglort, collection by 


: 


sects. steamrollered in Düsseldorf in a protest by video 
tailers from all over Germany against moves agit 


Susanne Pliick 


„(Die weıı, fllm violence. They also wanted to declare supporter Taschenbuch Verlag, Mu- 


Tererses, known by heart hy gen- 
wns of children in many countries. 
l¥ volume features them in Gier= 


English, French, Spanish, lian 
latin 


But the proposed legislation 5 ilodwig is 15, Ile is sli at high 
tiberulisinp some aspects. ChilAxhool and is probably the youn- 
wil no longer need lu he in ihe fl wiversity lecturer belween the 
puny of an adulton licenced premiSfrand the Inn. 

Now, those up to and includipfl# teaches adulls in computer sei- 
Years will he able to stay on leRualult evening classes in Diissel- 
premises until Spm; l4- and LFF 
ulls uatil Opn; and LO- and [FFE wears 4 sweat shirt, running 
ulds until milnight. SPSand has the first traces of a thin 

Disco owners cin breuthe eff ™ ie. 
before children must he 16 before Hi descrihes how tu programme il 
Cin gû lo û disco, but it means tlf machine. He suys it is quite 
and 17-yeur-ulls will he able 0 and is amazed thut his adull pu- 
until midnight without an adult RPMit so hard to understand. 
not, as is the case now, only unlil l'e many are frightened of the 
and with an adult. tT," he says. 

This iS the age group that disoj ey don't understand it. it con- 
heavily depenclent on. The . Young peopie don't have 
discotheque association has lor of respect for it," Kai Ludwig 
time been pushing [or such chang f ¢ the constantly increasing 

ere 1 is aif "Of young people who get more 
lê 0 e e 1 on software than fram scooters, 
: Cand thousand heir leisure time with hard- 
kets, corner shops, and thol not with footb 
quick food stalls and kiosks with football. 
changes mean that children will, Jars ago, Kai, the son of a 
able to ciaim that the drink is % f," Prents in Ncuss, watched his 
ther or for work colleagues ~ f o mole his awn computer. He 
law is strictly enforced. ihe e than his 
: ٠ it. 

In addition, there is t0 Dll wid: “1 saved my money and 
down on uccess to automatic 4% Jf my ٣ 
ing machines such as those 4 #jg, J Wn home computer. 
bahn rest areas which have Pe, ths later he needed a better 


ER ım ba another six months he 
wine. Officials want the iment yy other, 
The new measures 4 Kai has lost his enthusiasm for 


slop the ipercasing incidentéê se 
1 ompletely. He plays 
holism among children. 1 essional unit, advises his fa- 


Anuther suggestion, thal ¢ has a computer problem, 
tions be aiso placed on cigare Kis paid to suppiy a company with 


ing machines has been dro month ago he attended an 


cause lawyers say Lhey would bf fia, ating congress in Monte 
cult to enforce, Uwe Hi ir Puller magazines ask him 
ELL 1 


(Kûlner Sdt-Anzcıger Teintains that there is too much 


30 Muy 191) protecting young people from excesses. tPhole df 


New laws to clamp down on 
alcohol sales to children 


Lw are to be changed to make it 
tougher for young people to BUT al- 
cohol. Sales of alcoholic drinks 1o any 
on¢ under 16 are to be banned unler 
legislalion to be introduced at the he- 
ginning of next year. 

The legal drinking age in West Ger- 
many is 16 but the habit has been to sell 
to younger people if they wanted il for 
an adult, 

It will also become illegal for adults 
to allow children to drink alcohol in pu- 
blic places. 

The present laws are 30 ycars old and 
have been the subject of protests by var- 
ious groups. As it is, children up to |5 
years of age can go to licenced premises 
only if they are accompanied by an 
adult. There are exceptions involving 
such things as (ravel and career training 
when meals are involved. 


pamphlet of hiş lhat history had shown 
that in the course of emancipation 
movements “a group of officials invar- 
iably emerges that before long devel- 


. ops social interests of its own that fair- 


اy‎ soon part company, in actions if not 
in words, from the rank and file and 
the aims of the movement,” 

It looks aş though Justice Minister 
Engelhard is heading in that very di- 
rection. It will be interesting to sec 


. whether his parliamentary parly 


(which has yet to vote on the propo- 
sals) backs him. 


Will the Free Democrats endorse 
the reform of the divorce law reform 


. Proposed by en FDP Justice Minister? 


We shall see. The Free Democrats are 


: Tightly allergic tû aceüsalions of being 
` constant turncoats, ر‎ 


°"  " Eva Marie von Minch 


(Die Zeit, 22 June رو8وا‎ 
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WM SOCIETY 


Playing Canute to the rising 


tide of video nasties 


that they are most popular at lower so- 
ciul levels. 


Why? And wlıat can be done? Par- 
enis representatives, (eachers and 
uthers tried to find some answers at û 
meeting in Gummersbach. But ‘they 
didn't have much success,and went 
home a little disillusioned. 


There is no sire scientific way of de- 
termining what the effects of violence 
on the şcreen are, whether it helps 
purge desires towards violence, or sti- 
mulates it, or dulls it. 


The aim is, naturally, to anticipate 
possible side effects and act to prevent 
1hem. 


There are many doubts that tougher 
laws are the’ answer, The main problem 
is that the State'cannot meddle in the 
righls of the family. Mûny ‘parents 
themselves watch horror and violence 
on the box and see no reason at all why 
the children should not watch as well. 


The head of the Federal authority 
which controls books, magazines and 
films that might be harmful to the 
young, is Rudolf Stefen. He would 
rather have the existing laws more 
strictly applied than new ones. 


Many of course doubt how efficient 
even the most perfect of cuntrols 
would be. After all, the temptation is 
greatest towards whal is forbidden. In 
addition, parents can always get the 
banned cassettes for their children. 


A well-meanl suggestion that the 
video nasties addicts should be talked 
to and persuaded thal their fare is 
harmful, is not likely lo succeed. Peo- 
ple who watch biood being spilt do it 
for the thrill and aren"! open to ration- 
al argument. 


A lot of talk is given to examining 
the social origins of the video nastics 
habit. These conclusion revolve, for 
example, round theories such as lhe 
inhibitions developed in a regimented 
society, compulslons to conform to so- 
cial rules and a resultant emotional im- 
maturity. 
` Theargument runs that in such a so- 
ciety, the normal desire for risk-taking 


` Marriage 


Minister, was the first speaker in the 
Bundestag to hail what was later to be 


the 1977 divorce law reform ds a - 


mainstay of the legal policies'advocat- 


‘ed by the Social and Free Democratic 
coalition. 


His words canbe read in the Bun- 
destag's parliamentary records for §8 
June 1973. Now the FDP is back in 
coalition harness with the Christian 


Democrats, Herr Engelhard is keen to ` 


see the 1977 reform scrapped hecdless 


„of the express views of his Party's 


home and legal affairs committee and 
its equal rights and family affairs com- 


Karl-Hermann Flach, a former FDP 


, general secretary, wrote in a famous 


FH twa per cent of the non-por- 
nographic video cassetle titles avail- 
able in West Germany last year featured 
horror or violence, according lo Ger- 


man video institute slalistics. 


They could be hired at a daily cost of 


between 5Û pfennigs and five marks iit 
ncarly 6,08Û outlets. 


Films feuturing sex and violence dare 
fur and away the most popular, accurd- 
ing to the limitacl figures available in the 
industry. Sehaol investigations confirm 


Baby-sitting 
. . diploma 
all wrapped up 


welfare organisation in Kassel, 4r- 

beiterwohifalrt (AWO), has 130 
babysitters on its books. And 16 of 
them have certificates to show that they 
know what they're doing. 

AWO runs courses for babysitters. 
The third diploma course is underway 
and among the. pupils are nine young 
women and a lady who will soon be a 
grandmother, 

. The course is as realistic as it can be. 
.Course head Christa Knöfel has made 
available her 1§-month-old son, Chris- 
tian, : 

. But since he would probably object to 
being dunked in water 10 times a night, 
a doll is also used. 

"Besides," says Christa, “the doll 
stays still and doesn"t splash." 

Pupils take six lessons during which 
they learn nat ouly how a baby is 
bathed, wrapped-up, and fed, but also 
how to avoid dangerous situations in the 
home and how to give first aid, 

AWO charges nothing, but. pupils are 
obliged not to take niore than four 
marks an hour, regardless of whether or 
not they actually get their certiflcate, 

Another course head, Beate Lorenz, 
says: “The aim is not to help people 
make money, The main thing is having 
fun with babies." 

„Another AWO staff member claims 
that the course helps people increase 
their self-esteem, make. contact with 
others, remove isolation, and break 
down anonymity. 0 

(Frankfurter Neue Presse, 7 June 1984) 


Continued from page 13‏ ا 


courts (0 dismiss maintenance claims 
on grounds of “guilt.” 

Second, by allowing arrangements 
to be made in keeping with the individ- 
ual case, courts are to be allowed to re- 
duce, phase out or end maintenance on 
the strength of vague criteria, 2 
,, The only yardstick clearly men- 
tioned is how long a couple have been 
married. Anything else seems likely to 
be at the judge's discretion, 

The new-look divorce law reform 
proposals thus depart from a corners- 
tone of the 1977 reform, which was 
aimed at both making it easier. to get a 
divorce and ensuring that the "weaker 

Party did not get a raw deal. This:bal- 
Ance now stands to be upset. 

Eleven years ago Free Demotrit 
Hans Engelhard, the Present Justice 


